Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 3 – The invasion!
Children and to some degree – drop it! Who is in charge? 

There is only one Gospel… but four accounts
Each is unique and highlights 4 different audiences 
We are going to focus on the first Gospel written - Mark 
Most translated - most read – most translated. Fast paced - action packed and to the point. 
In a time of govt abuse, harsh living, cold religion, sickness & poverty - After 400yrs of Biblical silence – is this the one?
The heart and theme of Mark - Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. (Jesus invites you to follow) 
What is it that moves people to drop everything and follow Jesus? Today Jesus calls his first disciples. 

Mark 1:16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. (sees and calls others to follow him) 
Was it like – FOLOW ME – and caught in a tractor beam? No
What was it that they would do that? 

This was not random – and not the first time he saw them. 
John 1-2 and Luke 5 describes previous meetings and a miracle fishing event

He had been on their mind, had Q&A – thinking deeply about this. Gnawing at their heart - When Jesus said follow – they were ready. They drop it all. 
19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. (BTW – many of Jesus disciples were family)  
Fishermen had no social status / not deep theologians / little access to the Torah / considered a lower cast / dealing with dead things – unwelcome to the religious elite.

Jesus knew what he was doing – maybe he saw their courage, teamwork, tenacity, stamina, teachability – not afraid to get dirty – maybe it was their faith – he saw the end game. 

3 Callings of a Disciple (A citizen of the kingdom of God is called to) 
1. Follow
At its root Christianity is not about a system or social justice – rules or regulations to being a better person – it is about following a person - Jesus - wherever he leads.

In Mark, Jesus calls people to follow him 17X in his Gospel –We are not called to be fans of Jesus, but followers of Jesus 
He did not say, “Hey – you want to add me to your life. It will take only a 30 second prayer. Are you available?” Prayer – “Okay you’re good. See you next weekend if you can make it.” Never did that. He said follow or don’t, that is what I require. 
2. Leave behind “at once they left their nets and followed” 
To be in his kingdom you have to leave yours 

Apostle Paul says it like this – you need to leave behind your old self.
Mark tells us upfront - to follow Jesus is to leave your old life behind. Sin, habits, unhealthy relationships - we even leave the good stuff, dreams, goals, pursuits. They are surrendered. 
Jesus says you have to die to yourself. 
Do you know where you are buried?  

3. A task (Mission assignment)  - “I will make you” “You will become” - Fishers of men, fish for people
Your life will belong to me and it will be all about others.
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Every disciple’s mission. You have a task. Make more followers

The American Dream is not the mission - No dual citizenship. 
You follow, you leave, you embrace the task – Are you ready? 
Jesus says I want all of it, or I want none of of it. Song “991/2 won’t do”
We are called to a task – are you ready to follow?

First these 4, then became 12, then 100’s, thousands, millions, now billions – because 4 men said yes.
Mark 1:21 They (Jesus and the first disciples) went to Capernaum (a lot happened up to then…)
Tracking Jesus - Bethlehem (born) – Egypt (childhood – raised in the inner city) – Nazareth (grew up in the country w/ siblings) - Jerusalem (trips during life - familiar w/ politics) – Bethany Jordan river (baptism) wilderness – to Nazareth - Cana (wedding) to Bethesda Galilee (calls disciples) – Nazareth (each year going to Jerusalem for Passover) 
Gospel of Luke says he returns to hometown Nazareth but his teaching was rejected (“isn’t this Josephs son” a nobody) - they drove out of town.

So, he moves to Capernaum (see map) it is here that a large part of his ministry takes place – in and around Galilee – “Follow me”
Who is this that demands everything?

Looking back, we see Mark tells us- God has invaded planet earth
Confirming again and again the authority of Jesus

Jesus has authority over temptation - withstood every temptation (Mk 1:13) 
Jesus has authority over heaven - angels came to serve him (Mk 1:13) 

And now - Mark 1:21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. (custom of going to service every week and taking the opportunity to teach – I wonder what that would be like to sit in a service and Jesus comes up to teach… wow!) 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. (lacked the Spirit and boldness, Jesus the word!)
Jesus has authority over the scriptures - Jesus the word - (Mk 1:22) 
Jesus, the Word made flesh, preached w/ authority only he could have.
This Word speaks of his character, life, and mission yet so few Christians know it or read it. 
Never known a scientist who’s never read a science book, biologist… mathematician… – but there are so many Christ-ians who have never read the Christ book. The Bible.
It’s about to get wild 23 verses in - Mark 1:23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, (Where was this man?) 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” (evil spirit call out and worship Jesus, first declared proclamation of who Jesus is in Mark, is by a demon) 25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. (I’m not here to have a conversation) “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. (No spell, incantation, oil, ceremony, all night prayer meeting – simply – “come out”) 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! (authority over Satan and demons) He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.
Jesus has authority over Hell
Demons know who he is – and they were afraid of him.
Speaking to those with a dead faith - James 
2:19 - You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that--and shudder. (What are you going to do about it? If you truly believe it you live it.) 
Demons have more sense than some of you. 
Listen - Hell is no match for Jesus / spiritual powers are powerless before Him. Jesus & Satan are not equal! (Arm wrestling Jesus) In Christ you have no need to fear the enemy.
The one who is calling us – has this power and authority. Hell trembles and lives are set free at his authority!
Mark 1:29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s mother-in-law (Peter’s wife’s mom – Peter was married) was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. (Jesus cares about his disciple’s family – he loves your family more than you and desires for them to know him) 
Jesus has authority over sickness
Every disease – every damaged cell – every mutated gene – every bad diagnosis – every hopeless effort of your health… Jesus has authority 

He is the healer – he has the power to heal – if we are not healed in this life – you will be eternally healed in eternity.

We get glimpse of what is to come in miracles.
Word was getting out - 32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was. (the time of revealing himself was to come in parts)
Jesus continues to pray, to preach and cast out demons!

And then, we will see in chapter 2 - Jesus has authority over sin
Mark 2:5 5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
Jesus is like – yeah, that’s right…
Declaring forgiveness of sin, Jesus declares, new life begins w/ me!
In Jesus your new day has begun!!
2 Corinthians 5:17 If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
Before we even leave the 1st chapter - All power on earth, all power under earth, all power in heaven, the entire universe – declare this is the son of God. God has invaded earth. This changes everything!
Mark confirming again and again the authority of Jesus

Fully God / fully man. The kingdom is here – calling you to follow, leave behind, and embrace the mission!
Jesus has authority over temptation / Jesus has authority over heaven

Jesus has authority over Hell  / Jesus has authority over the scriptures
Jesus has authority over sickness / Jesus has authority over sin

He sets the captives free from guilt, shame, and sin – 

Where he goes - sickness flees, and demons run!!

** I can imagine those disciples – Whoa, I did not see that coming. What is this? What did we get ourselves into? 

WARNING to Followers: 
** Following Jesus will be different than you think

Whatever you think following Jesus means – we learn right away this is diff than what you think. Jesus may not fit your definition of religion.
Welcome to the Kingdom of God!
Are you ready to follow, leave, and embrace the task

I want to end with a very interesting passage - Mark 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else - to the nearby villages - so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” (but wait, they are looking for you here – why go somewhere else?) 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.
Preaching and riving out demons… – we don’t even have all the stories or encounters. Just some the writers decided to relay.
Three warning in this passage:

1. Neglect of prayer, can lead to empty religion

Jesus daily life was wrapped in prayer – ours should be too.

When we attempt to live and walk out our faith void of prayer – we are walking in faith in ourselves – our abilities, and intellect. 

Unfortunately, that is where many live – prayerless and faithless.
2. Thinking prayer is something you do, rather than someone you’re with 
Jesus prayer life was with the Father – a place of intimate relationship. 

I think many misunderstand prayer and it’s importance. The simplicity, the beauty, and the privilege to commune with God. 
3. Chasing miracles not the message can lead to missing Jesus

“The people were wanting Jesus – looking for Him” to fix their problems. 
They wanted the miracles, but not the message. Jesus came to give a message – the kingdom is here – believe and follow. 
What are you chasing? 

Following Jesus is not to follow the teachings of an ancient wise prophet – following Jesus is to follow God. To submit and follow the ONE who has all authority. Are you ready to follow? 
Week 4 
Outcast story from - Mark 1:40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” (people ran from people like him – considered unclean and cursed) 41 Jesus was indignant. (had compassion) He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” 42 Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

In Mark 2:1-11 – Jesus preaching in a house - a group of friends drop their paralyzed friend into the room – ripping up the roof. Their friend is healed – the revolution has begun! From there Jesus ministry is Mark is explosive!
Each of these stories are powerful sermon on their own. The purpose of this series is to give a framework for the Gospel of Mark – the big picture. The context as you read it. 
In Mark 2 – when those guys dropped their friend thru the ceiling - they were looking to Jesus as the healer – But Jesus got to the real issue – the real miracle. The miracle of all miracles - sin forgiven 

They dropped in the roof right in front of Jesus - Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” (whaaa! That was not why we did this… But Jesus knew the real issue – the real need) 6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (they were right – Jesus is God alone) 8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? (one you can see – one you cannot – anyone can say words…) 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man (refereeing to himself as the Messiah) has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
6 - Jesus has authority over sin
While John baptized focus on the outside – he said Jesus will deal with the inside – baptizing in the Holy Spirit!

Jesus deals with the inside – the real issue – our selfish attitudes and sinful behavior.
No matter where you have been – what you have done - regardless of your past / present… there is no one beyond the reach of Jesus grace!
You are more than fertilizer you were made for heaven.  Everyone here will live forever somewhere – That is why the Bible was written!
Jesus has all authority – over everything in your entire life. The trials – the sin – the insecurities. With one word can solve
These are very words of Jesus for you today - Mark 1:15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”

Have you ever truly responded to this verse?
You are loved / you are forgiven / you have a place at the table 
Bag of chips - This is the gospel of Mark – like a bag of your favorite chips. You’re craving it. Imagining it. Can almost taste it. You break it open – and the aroma of processed cheese fills the room – and you see it – and you hear it – and you taste it – and it is good!
(NLT) Psalm 34:8 - Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!
Mark 1:29-39

Three dangers at the start of the journey:

 Religion can actually keep us from Jesus.

 Chasing the miracles, not the message.

 Seeking God for success, not surrender.
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