Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 4 Prayer for the Outcasts
We have been focusing on the earliest account of Jesus life, the most translated and read Gospel (good news) of Jesus - Mark.
During a time of political chaos and govt abuse, harsh living and cold religion, sickness and poverty - 400yrs of Biblical silence… Then it happened – God invades earth.
Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
Following Jesus is not to follow the teachings of an ancient wise man – following Jesus is to follow God.
Last week Jesus calls two sets of fishermen brothers, to follow

Jesus is now preaching, healing the sick, casting out evil spirits – crowds are growing. Other gospels describe thousands showing up. 
Mark 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!”38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else - to the nearby villages - so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 
· To know Jesus is to know prayer
We’re called to, encouraged to, charged to, commanded to - PRAY
Probably the most important opportunity we have been given in life.
It is one of the greatest gifts and the most neglected privilege.
At its basic definition – prayer is – “Talking to God”

It is not void meditation, reflection, or contemplation…

Prayer isn't just something we do, it's someone we're with
3 things we can learn from Jesus Prayer life from this passage
1. The Value “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,”
We see in Jesus life the value of prayer. His prayer life is a model to us.
Jesus did not take prayer casually – it was not an afterthought.
Prayer was not reserved for just the weekends – with Jesus. 
He taught the disciples how to pray and we see them in the NT adopting the same prayer habits. To know Jesus is to know prayer
2. The Priority – “Jesus got up, left the house”
You don’t find time to pray – you make time to pray - even if it means getting out of the house, or before everyone gets up. 
Time to pray does not become available, we make time – it must be a priority.  To know Jesus is to know prayer
3. The Solitude – “and went off to a solitary place”
This was not a piggyback prayer – a passive listen while others pray – this was his time – his prayers with the Father. 
It is in that solitude that we pour out our heart
Your personal intimate walk w/ God has got to be central to everything
Your marriage, family, friendships will only be as healthy as you’re your health w/ Jesus.  Matt 6:33 Seek first the kingdom and his righteousness
God is not an addition to our day. Are you praying, learning to pray, trying to pray? To know Jesus is to know prayer
We see the value, priority, & solitude - but we also see
3 warning in this passage
1. Neglect of prayer, can lead to empty religion

Jesus daily life was wrapped in prayer – ours should be too.

When we attempt to live and walk out our faith void of prayer – we are walking in faith in ourselves, our abilities, and intellect. 

Unfortunately, that is where many live - prayerless & faithless.
Jesus life was busy where did he find his strength? Time w/ the father 
Prayerlessness reflects who we think is really in charge - a sign that you think you really need God. You become a practical atheist. 
2. Be careful to not view prayer as an activity on a list or requirement  
Prayer is not something you do, rather than someone you’re with
Jesus prayer life was with the Father - a place of intimate relationship

I think many misunderstand prayer. The simplicity, the beauty, and the privilege to commune with God.
Our aversion to prayer – the mystery – is there anyone there? As a follower of Jesus, we can know - We are talking to GOD!!!
Prayer is not about getting what we want but connecting with who we are talking to. Talking and listening. Praying is aligning our will to His.
Mark 1:37 “Everyone is looking for Him”. 38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else - to the nearby villages - so I can preach there also. That is why I have come.”
3. Chasing miracles not the message can lead to missing Jesus
The healing and miracles where splendid, but not the purpose. 

Jesus says in chapter one – I come to preach and teach 6X

The people wanted the miracles, but not the message. Jesus came to give a message - the kingdom is here, believe & follow
What are you chasing? His hands or the feet of his presence.
Are you chasing the miracles or are you chasing the truth?
Mark 1:40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”
People ran from people like him, considered unclean and cursed – not allowed to live in the city – destines to be alone. 

Leprosy results in scaley sores and rotting skin tissue – fingers, limbs, face, teeth, eyes – rot and waste away.
In the OT they were considered the living dead
In the Bible leprosy is compared to affects of sin on our soul. 
Mark 1:40 A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” 41 Jesus was indignant. He reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
Jesus healed people in different ways – sometimes a word, sometimes a task, sometimes a touch. Each intentional. 

This was important because people were forbidden to touch lepers – because then they would then be considered unclean.

42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. 43 Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44 “See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.” 45 Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news. As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places. Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.  
The struggle for every Christian will always be between God’s greater plan and our own desires. We think we know better.
Jesus loves the outcasts - Walkaways from this beautiful outcast story 
** Jesus is able - to touch you
This man came to Jesus knowing Jesus has the power to change his life. The reputation of Jesus was out – God has invaded earth.

What you think is impossible is possible to Jesus! What you think is too hard – is simple for Jesus. He is able. 
Matthew 19:26 - “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” This is true in all things – Jesus is able!!
** Jesus is not afraid - to touch you
You have not said too much, done too much, or gone too far. 

You are not gross, filthy, repulsive to Jesus. 

You have run from him too long and avoided him too long. 
He is not afraid of you or what you have done.

** Jesus is willing - to touch you
He came begging on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”
He humbly comes – falls at Jesus feet – make me clean.
Matthew 8:2-3 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.” 3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.
Love the words, “I am willing.” To do what? Make him clean. This is not a passage about guaranteed healing. Jesus is not a genie. 
Jesus is willing to make you clean – new – whole again.
Will you come humbly to the feet of Jesus?
He is able, willing, and ready – to touch you.  
Mark 1:40 “If you are willing, you can make me clean.” (With compassion – “Be clean!” … and he was cleansed.) 
That man did not ask to be healed. What was he asking – make me clean. If I have done anything to bring this on me – if there is any sin in me – cleanse me!
** Whatever you think you need from God, what you most need from Jesus is cleansing!
Remember this today:

In the Jesus stories - the way Jesus dealt with people then.

· Is the way he deals with us now.

· Is the way we should deal with people now.
How deep – how great the love of Christ. 
Psalm 34:8 - Taste and see that the LORD is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!
Let’s pray for the outcasts! 

Maybe that’s you.
