Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 5 Raise the Roof!
We have been focusing on the earliest account of Jesus life, the most translated and read Gospel (good news) of Jesus - Mark. 
It is fast paced - action packed – and to the point. It is not a 3.5 hour Lord of the Rings – more like a 1.5 hour Fast & Furious 
During a time of political chaos and govt abuse, poverty, and cold religion… Jesus arrives, and God invades earth.

Mark sets the stage (chap 1) God in the flesh, the messiah is here - healing the sick, casting out demons, and cleansing lepers. He has moved to Capernaum and called disciples to follow.
Mark 2:1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. 2 They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 
3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 
Can you picture it? Have you heard, let's go! Could have pushed through the crowd, but along the way... Someone w/ no help from society - lived his life on the mat. 

5 When Jesus saw their faith, said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?
Think about it - The easier thing to say, is your sins are forgiven - but the hardest thing to do it forgive sins 

10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
This story isn’t complex. simple cast: paralyzed man, his friends, the crowd, some religious folks, disciples watching… 
· Here is a clip from The Chosen that fleshes this out…
RAISE THE ROOF! Some thougths from the roof

1. True friends will do whatever it takes to get a friend to Jesus 

These 4 friends - carried this friend, when he couldn't do it himself 

Without them, he would have never met Jesus. 
They had to find him, prepare him, carry him, get on the roof, dig up the roof, risk their reputations and any lash back. 
· How deeply do you care for those around you? 

· How far are you willing to go – to get your friends to Jesus? 

There are actually a couple of tragedies in this passage

* There was a crowd who wouldn’t get out of the way to let him come in
* And - The church people saw the need and all they did was get critical
Being connected to each other means we carry mats – 
praying for each other / serving each other / helping w/ bills / giving rides / see a need, fill it if you can – I challenge you to ask yourself

· Ask yourself - Whose mat am I carrying?
· What am I willing to do get a friend to Jesus? 
· Will you reach out / invite / bring / meet with / care for?
2. Where authentic faith is – action follows
5 When Jesus saw their faith…
We all believe in something - whether you’re a Christian or not  

Maybe you believe in yourself / your abilities or intellect…
A reality of life is - what you believe will ultimately be what you live out. 
It was their faith in Jesus that moved them to action. Faith is not just a head or heart thing – it is a foot thing too. Action. 

Real faith in God does not run away from things that are hard. It doesn’t quit, or give up – because of the crowd or barrier

What do you really believe? Do you believe Jesus is who he says? 
Faith in Jesus it's letting go and admitting our weaknesses and trusting in Him – Where your faith is – action follows.
3. The real issue is always about our problem with sin
Mk 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  - The real issue is always what Jesus deals with
Jesus didn't come to save us from this life... but save us from death
Jesus didn't come to fix your life or make life better… but to restore our relationship with God
Honestly, I think most of us would rather have our problems fixed than our sins forgiven.  Our prayer life gives it away... 
We think we need things fixed - healing, money, new job - Jesus says you don't need that, you need me - Forgiveness, that'll make you whole

Jesus didn't die to fix this life - but to connect you with God - to free you from your sin and shame.  
*Ask - What am I chasing? Are their misguided good intentioned pursuits - that keep you stuck on the mat?
To follow Jesus is not about a better life or getting healed (though we might experience it) it not about the car we drive or the bank account we have - it’s about Jesus telling you - your sins can be forgiven 
* Ask- What if the problem I thought was my biggest - wasn’t? 

What if your problem isn’t your parents, your marriage, your friend, boss, or grades - What if it was a spiritual issue? 
Like those guys - when we come face to face with Jesus – we find that the real issue is our sin 
4. Jesus has authority and power to forgive sin, because Jesus is God. 
2:7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
“blaspheme,” means speaking against God - Jesus is doing something only God can do so they considered that blaspheme
A lot of people say things about who Jesus is - Everybody has an opinion – who is he? I'll tell you - He is God – Not God Jr. The Bible is so clear on this Jesus is almighty God in the flesh.
No matter where you have been – what you have done - regardless of your past / present… there is no one beyond the reach of Jesus grace!
You are more than fertilizer you were made for heaven.  Everyone will live forever somewhere. 
Jesus has all authority – over everything in your entire life. The trials – the sin – the insecurities. He has power to forgive sin, that is why he made his way to the cross.
Notice v11 - “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
Take your mat with you - and in view of others – that symbol of hopelessness - was now a symbol of restoration. 

A reminder – that Jesus set him free! I'd hang it on my wall
5. We all have a mat – are you on it, or carrying it?

** What is your mat? What has Jesus done for you?
Roll the mat: I was carried in on this, now I'm carrying it out. That mat is your testimony - as you help carry another's mat.
I want to end with this thought - Barriers can be broken
In the world and life today, we’re surrounded by negativity and chaos.  We’re on kind of a discouragement overload.
The world is getting smaller and smaller - we live a 5X3 mat…
There are so many barriers:
* Voices – parents, friends, boss - You can’t do this - You’ll never amount to anything - You won’t be able to pull that off - they create a little wall that keeps you on the mat. 
* Health – chronic sickness, disability, mental disorder - things you are convinced that keep you from living life, knowing others and knowing Jesus.
* Indecision - can’t decide what to do with this situation or how you handle this person - so you freeze – do nothing – living in limbo. 
* Fear - afraid to change, to take that next step, to talk to that person

* Apathy – your life, spiritual life - is unmotivated – chilling on the mat. 
Ask yourself  

What is the biggest barrier you face?  Are you going to let them keep you from Jesus - or let it be an opportunity for Jesus? 
What am I willing to do to reach Jesus? These guys carried a man on a roof and dug a hole in a ceiling - and we can't get out of bed 10 minutes earlier to read our bible – what is your barrier?
Prayer 

