Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 10 – Man of the Tombs

He walked with Jesus – traveled with Paul and traveled with Peter across Europe to preach the gospel. Hosted the last supper with Jesus and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at his house… The cousin of Barnabas - John Mark – writes the first of 4 accounts of Jesus life.

Today one of my all time favorite Jesus stories – but first a night on the sea of Gallile on the way to get there… 
Mark 4:35 That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36 Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

An Lesson in Trust  or  An Opportunity to Trust - 3 Things: 

A storm does not mean Jesus is nor present – because he is 
Suffering does not mean that God has gone / absent.
That trial, disappointment, diagnosis – God has not left. 

A storm does not mean Jesus is not good – because he is.
Suffering does not mean that God is good and loving.
 They asked, “how could you sleep Jesus – do you not care?” 
Jesus asks, “Why are you so afraid? I’m here, good, and with you!”

A storm does not mean Jesus is not all powerful – because he is.
Suffering does not mean that God is not working.
With 3 words he says to the storm – “quiet, be still.”
He says to the disciples – “Do you have faith in me.”  

Storms will come in life. The universe is in a constant state of rebellion & chaos. Broken as a result of sin - Jesus is here to calm the storms.

A short road trip that lead to a remote village (map out where)
Why would Jesus dangerously cross in bad weather to get to a nobody crazy man – that everybody had given up on?

Mark 5:1 They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 

He lived in torment – ever alone – separated from his family & friends - screams were heard day and night - echoing off the rocks. 

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture me!” 8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!” 9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area. 11 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 12 The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.” 13 He gave them permission, and the impure spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

What follows are diff responses to what Jesus just did…

14 Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 15 When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. 16 Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 17 Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. 

18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

What this tells us about wandering fallen spirits / angels (aka. demons)
This example of a demon possession. The spirit realm is real, and you are fooling yourself if you do not realize it. 

Fallen Spirits - can give supernatural strength
breaking chains and strength of many men – uncontrollable

Fallen Spirits - can cause mental anguish and confusion
Self-destructive - cutting himself. Night and day tormented w/out relief. 

The Devil is not your friend - Satan’s plan is to distort and destroy God’s image. Satan’s hatred - His goal is to debase and humiliate mankind! To make us sub-human animals – monsters of ourselves. This is the same thing all sin does: hate, lust, greed, pride, etc.
Fallen Spirits - more than one can be in a person 
Legion – “for we are many” (some believe denotes at least a thousand)

Fallen Spirits - do not possess places, they desire living being. 
Please send us into animals (pigs) 

Demons know full well is king and all powerful - Jesus. 
With Jesus you do not need to be fearful of fallen Spirits.

The greater purpose of this story - gives an amazing picture of 
The heart and compassion of Jesus on display! 
To Have compassion (sympathy with Feet) - 
Jesus embodies this – we are to follow.

1. Compassion goes where no one else will go
He lived among the dead – The places where there seems no hope.

Jesus was teaching the disciples what it means to fish…
Sometimes you have to cross a raging sea to get to the harvest. The pathway to another’s salvation may be difficult road – but do not fear – Jesus is with us.

Are you willing to go to where it seems hopeless? To go where no else wants to or doing what no one else wants to do? That’s compassion. 

2. Compassion touches those no one else will touch
The man of the tombs was someone they wanted to just put away – out of sight

We see this again and again in Jesus life – those treated as untouchable – and cast out. Jesus says – I want you.  
Jesus responds the same to us when we bring unclean and untouchable things from our life.

That is what he was teaching his disciples… you can’t change the world with-out compassion for those no one will touch.

3. Compassion looks past the surface
He lived w/ pain deep inside no one could see – in his case it was demonic

Jesus saw something in him no else could. 
On the outside – someone might appear tough and strong or violent, mean, angry, hateful, an island unto himself.

God sees in us what we can be and should be - not what we are now.

If you want to truly see lives changed, you have got to get to the place where you see people the way Jesus does… past the outside to the inside. To the potential pain they bear. 

4.  Compassion is often misunderstood and misread
When Jesus helped this man of the tombs, the reaction from others was fear and they wanted Jesus gone! WHY?
The people were more afraid of a man set free by Jesus than a man demon possessed! People don’t like what they don’t understand - It was breaking the norm.

Some see compassion as being soft on sin, justice, or personal responsibility – at times too much help enables people negatively…
But we are still to be compassionate people. 

When Jesus cared for the sinner and met with them… 
Mark 2 – People attacked him for supposedly not standing against sin… 

When Jesus took care of and healed a man on the sabbath… 
Mark 3 – People criticized him for breaking traditional expectations… 

When Jesus went to the girl who was dead…
Mark 5:40 The crowd laughed at him for trying… 

When Jesus went back to his hometown…
Mark 6:3 …They were deeply offended and refused to believe in him.

Jesus is teaching his disciples that a true follow of Christ is not always the most popular person - because it challenges the narrative 

Mark 5:18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 19 Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your own people and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed.

5.  Compassion is contagious
Jesus embodies this great compassion – we are to follow his steps and be his voice to our family and friends and community.  

- Those like the man of the tombs – who live among the dead
- Those like the man of the tombs – who have met Jesus!

Today’s passage puts the God of peace and compassion on display. 
· Jesus speaks peace to the storms around us and peace to the storms inside us. 

The beauty of this story – 
Can you hear him crying out? Can you see him? 

That amazing moment when Jesus walks onto that beach – and calms his storms. By the end of the day – he clothed, fed, loved, and at peace. 
Can you hear him laugh? Can you see the hugs & tears of joy?

For the tomb dwellers today – there is mercy for our memories and peace from the storms.
