Follow – The Gospel of Mark - Wk 6 - Scandalous 1
The search and the cry of every heart is found in the 4 gospel accounts
The Gospel = amazing life changing news! 

1 Gospel, 4 accounts - Each is unique. We are in Mark. 
Mark - focuses on the responses of others to Jesus – good and bad.
Mark 8:34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
Who is the real Jesus? We live in a culture trying to reinvent him every day. Who is he? A hippie or Rambo? Mr. Rogers w/ a beard & sandals

Have we clipped the nails of the Lion of Judah?
Two things to remember when reading about Jesus:
1. The way Jesus treated people then, is the way that He treats us now

2. The way Jesus treated people then, is the way that He expects us to treat people now.  (John 20:21) 
Last wk Jesus forgave and healed a man dropped thru the roof.  What follows are 4 confrontations - 2 today. 
Questions and accusations by those around him begin to flow.
All of a sudden, this man everyone loved – turns scandalous.
Mark 2:13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him.
What’s the big deal about Tax Collector’s? Why are they so hated? Taxed by Rome - collectors were Jewish people Considered traitors, extortioners, and thieves.
Why would Jesus pick him? One reason - grace - undeserved favor.  In spite of what he has done - Jesus says follow me.
· Jesus can save anyone

No one is beyond His reach. Most had given up on Levi as a lost cause. 
** Jesus can reach your wayward loved one 

Levi’s parents couldn’t reach him, his friends gave up on him.
All it took was a word from Jesus. Never give up on them.
** Jesus saw the hidden potential in him when others gave up.

We never know what is happening in another’s heart.
Mark 2:15 While Jesus was having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were eating with him and his disciples, for there were many who followed him.
This passage is often used as excuse for Christians to live wild, but it’s the opposite. To follow is to leave behind your old life and follow a new life. Jesus did not participate in their sinful lifestyle, but he also did not isolate himself from them. 
This was Levi’s Jesus outreach. I’ll invite the people I know so they can meet you Jesus. Jesus went to where the lost are – to win them. Jesus is a friend to sinners. The result – “for there were many who followed him.”
Mark 2:16 When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”
Scandal (Controversy) 1 – You hang out with undesirables 
You are hanging out with the wrong people
What’s the big deal? Dinner at Levi’s? Rabbis had rules about meals. Pharisees lit means - "separatists" – “separated one”. They would not have been caught dead with them.
Mark 2:17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”
· Jesus has come for the unexpected
Christianity is the only club where you have to be unqualified to get in.

Luke 19:1-10 - hanging with another tax collector Zacchaeus Jesus said, 10 “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Jesus hung out with them because they were sick, and they knew it. Jesus avoided the religious crowd because they were sick and wouldn’t admit it.
Jesus the physician of the soul – is with those who are sick in soul. 

This is good news for the sick who want to change this is bad news for the sick who won’t admit it. 

Are you sick? Only those who know it can know Jesus.
The moment we think we no longer need a doctor, we move outside his realm and become a Pharisee.
“But I thought as Christians we’re not be around unholy people?”
The way Jesus treated people then, is the way that He treats us now

We don’t play the role of doctor we just introduce people to the doctor.
Jesus is bigger than our hate and judgmental attitudes
Religion says avoid them – Jesus says build relationships with them – don’t get in a holy bubble. Religion says love people after they change – Jesus says love them so they can know change. 

Mark 2:18 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting. Some people came and asked Jesus, “How is it that John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees are fasting, but yours are not?”
Scandal (Controversy) 2 – You don’t follow the rules

You are not doing things the way we do them
Every good Jewish person on Mon & Thur fasts, even John’s disciples, who are on your side, are doing it – why aren’t you?
What is fasting? Time normally spent eat, sleep, enjoy an activity and instead use that time for prayer, in the Word and reflection. 
Never commanded in the Law, but they made it one.
Mark 2:19 Jesus answered, “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. 20 But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast.
What’s the big deal? Jesus called himself the bridegroom – 
When Jesus is present – we have reason to have joy and freedom. 

God in the OT is called bridegroom, Jesus repeatedly calls himself that. He is saying they do not need to fast to God because God is here with them, it is a time of celebration to have me here.
Even then he knew the cross was coming… there will be a time when they will fast and weep… until then…
· Jesus can be missed in our rituals, traditions, and opinions

Fasting does not impress God and it does not persuade God.
Fasting has merit to seek God’s for a time of personal spiritual growth 

But - they were turning a tool, into a rule. When we expect or require others to follow God like us we become a pharisee. 
Prayer, fasting, worship, church, giving – is meant to be worship and connection with God - can become empty ritual.
Mark 2:21 “No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment. Otherwise, the new piece will pull away from the old, making the tear worse. 22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.”
Jesus answered with some sewing tips? What does he mean?
· Jesus doesn’t fit your box
Old rigid ways are inflexible. Those trapped in tradition or old life can miss the fresh new wine of Jesus. You can’t fit new life into old forms. 

Wineskins: Skin of a goat, tied up – filled w/ grape juice - as it gets old, it ferments, releases gas expanding the wineskin. Useable once or twice because it will stop expanding and burst. 
God often looks for new wineskins because the old ones won’t stretch. You stop growing – God will move to a new generation.
· Jesus has come to change you, not patch you

I don’t fit your paradigm – I am bigger than a patch or a fresh fill up… 
Jesus the physician has came to do transplants, not cosmetic surgery
· I need a quick Jesus patch over my issue… I will not fit

· I’m gonna just add some Jesus to my life… I will not fit
Jesus came to bring something new, not to patch up something old. We try to sew Jesus into our old life – Jesus says it will rip you apart. I am not a quick patch for your life – or an added flavor. 

If you’re not willing to have me change you completely it won’t work, you’ll just burst. If you are not all in to follow…
Your old wine skin life has got to be changed out – you need to be made new and ready to grow and expand.
The religious leaders of the day became increasingly frustrated because Jesus didn’t operate in the way they thought. But Jesus doesn’t fit into our religious boxes. 
Who are you today?

· A Pharisees – rules, religion, critical, looks down on others
· Levi (Matthew) – Jesus called you – and you invite others
· Levi’s friends – Is tis really for me too?
