Christmas Isn’t Cancelled – Get the Lights up!
I love Christmas lights – seems more in our neighborhood have them than in past years – maybe we are all looking for some joy this year…
Putting them up / out – takes work… ladders, glue gun, hangers, money, time – it is a joy that is not free. And then… sometimes I forget to turn them on. ** Alexa. 
The original Christmas light!
John 8:12 Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.” (Jesus is the light… what does that mean?)
We are taking a Christmas break from Mark. We are going to look the Christmas story - John’s Christmas is different – no manger, angels, shepherds, or wise men, but there is a Christmas light.
Who was that baby? Who is that Child? They had heard the story – John wanted to make clear who that baby was.

That Child - Jesus – is the Eternal One
John 1:1 In the beginning (eternal beginning) was the Word, (logos - audible and written word of God in the flesh – when John wrote this, they thought the Torah – God himself) and the Word was with God, (interconnected) and the Word was God. (equal fully God) 2 He was with God in the beginning. (eternal beginning – already there! Jesus is and has been God all along. The Word had no beginning)
Jesus is the Eternal Word - Jesus did not show up in a manger 2000 yrs, he has always existed. You’ve been talking about him, here he is - you want to know God, know Jesus.
3 Through him (Jesus) all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. (Before the earth / planets / space / matter / time itself - there was Jesus - co-equal, co-eternal, co-existent – fully God – and He created it all!)
Jesus is the Eternal Creator
Paul echoes this in Colossians 1:16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him.
4 In him was life, (source of life) and that life (Jesus) was the light of all mankind. (the visible “let there be light” in the flesh)
Jesus is the Eternal Life - In Genesis God breathed life into man - that dead now alive - that very life – and the principle of life - is Jesus. If you breathe it is because He allows you live.
5 The light shines in the darkness, (world) and the darkness has not overcome it. / 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
Jesus is the Eternal Light - Jesus is the source of all life and light – if you have come into this world – if you’re alive – it is because of Jesus. Those in darkness - those dead in spirit and in sin – Merry Christmas! Turn the lights on!
"darkness cannot overcome it" and no one, nothing - can stop him!
That Child - Jesus – is the Revealed One
John 1:10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. (The very source of Life – walked this life – the creator of the universe and earth – walked this earth – and they missed it!!)
What happened that night we call the Incarnation (in the meat - flesh) God became meat (flesh)! Invisible light became visible. 
We cannot get to God, so God came to us. Christmas reminds us God has not forgotten us. He came for you to meet Him.
John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. (MSG – God moved into the neighborhood / “pitched his tent among us” / tabernacled with us - If I wanted to be close to you, I might pitch a tent in your back yard. We can't get to God, so pitched a tent near us!) We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Ex 33:27 Tent/Tabernacle the meeting place for God and Man - where the Shekinah dwelt. John says Jesus is the holy tabernacle made flesh - the temple walking the earth - The place we meet God!
The infinite became an infant - God put on… us!
Fully God & fully man – the tabernacle was walking with us  

He walked our paths, breathed our air, wore our shoes, lived our life. He became one of us without ceasing to be himself. The very air He created, He breathed. 

In Jesus everything you want to know about God is revealed. Only thru Jesus can you know the glory and goodness of God. 
John 1:16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace (salvation) in place of grace already given. (the Law) 17 For the law was given through Moses; (an awareness of sin, failings, and need) grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (Jesus is not only the truth of our need but also the remedy)

*** We have been given grace upon Grace! 

The Law is the light shined on our lives (God is Holy, we are sinners, the law shine light on sin) Jesus is that word and light made flesh! The light that shines light on God’s grace.
Flashlight - some think the light God shines is a light in our face to judge us. “Look at you, you're nasty... look what you did!” True the light reveals sin – but Jesus is the light – points to himself. (shine light on self - it’s me, don’t be a afraid) The light of Jesus is not here to condemn us (John 3) but to bring to light our need for him. (greed / gossip / anger / lust / addiction is exposed) Can you see your own darkness? Jesus is not afraid to deal with your dirty issues of the dark.  Jesus shines his light to convict and reveal life and hope! 
John 1:18 - No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship (“from the bosom”) with the Father, has made him known.
You don't have to wonder if a baby is in the womb of a mother 8 wks pregnant - we have sonogram & 3D images - you know because you can see him - so it is with God you do not have to wonder if God is really there – He was seen in 3D - JESUS!

Colossians 1:15 The Son is the image of the invisible God… Jesus is the invisible God with skin on! There is His incarnation - His habitation - and his Manifestation 
Ans - there were no paparazzi, TV specials, parades, or pageants - no dignitaries, sold out arenas, mansions & big money... no flash & splash - The greatest gift of all time was not wrapped in paper & ribbons. 

Just a frightened father, exhausted mother, a dirty straw bed, and rags for diapers - a tiny baby... Immanuel - God Revealed. 
33yrs God pitched his tent with us until his mission was complete. 
At Christmas, there is no deeper truth, no more amazing event, no more transforming moment, no more stunning revelation, no more mind-expanding miracle than the Incarnation of the Word. This is the heart of Christmas itself.
That child is the eternal one, revealed one,  and the rejected one - John 1:10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. (The world did not even realize it.) 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.
The Rejected One 

The redeemer was rejected... Explain the Cross of Christ

Many still reject and ignore Christ today... explain

But … John 1:12 Yet to all who did receive him, (pick up & carry) to those who believed (continually wholly trust, rest, and rely) in his name, he gave the right (the privilege, adopted) to become children of God, (born into a new family)  
There are those who will reject him and those who, receive him
The Received One 

He shines the light of him understanding on us and if received it by faith - you in turn will understand the light and obtain a position w/ him. 
Who are these people adopted - how does it happen? John 1:13 Children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision, or a husband’s will, (human relationship deal) but born of God.
WHAT IT’S NOT - 3 things it's not and 1 thing it is
· It’s not a family deal (natural descent)
Light of Christmas can't be given to you by your parents - you are not born a Christian - not passed down - or how you're raised - Coming with your parents... having a Bible... does not do it

· It’s not a self deal (Human decision) 
This is not your idea, not something you can do on your own, you can't just decide to be a Christian.
It's not about a class or a confirmation or even a baptism.

· It is not a (human) relationship deal (or a husband’s will)  
This is not of the will of a person - no one can hook you up. Neither by marriage or any legal documents - or association.
Your spouse can't get you in - or a friend - or girl / boyfriend.
WHAT IT IS
· A God Deal – but he one “…born of God.” (the one born again) 
Understanding / knowing the light begins with the light itself. Salvation is something that starts with God - conceived by - convicted by - called by called - given by God - accepted thru God – and fulfilled by God!
Not a cooperative venture, you can’t even want it w/out God!
John 6:44 - No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them.
1 Cor 12:3 - …no one can say that Jesus is the Lord, except by the Holy Ghost.
What's my part? Easy... your part is... that you are hopelessly lost in sin, God's part is to save you. God alone gets the credit. 
This is Christmas, this is why a baby was born, this is why he came. Christmas says we are filthy, and dirty, and we need a savior.

The omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent God almighty invisible became visible - the light has come!
1 John 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
Merry Christmas - turn the Lights on! God is here with us!

Merry Christmas turn the lights on! God wants to be seen & known

Merry Christmas turn the lights on! God can be seen and know!
Are the Christmas Lights on?

It is with that that Jesus says - John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
The NT is all about how God in Christ, steps into our dark lives
Christmas is a heavenly invasion of the Darkness! Jesus did not come for the well - but for the sick – he came for a world that is broken – to ignite and consume!
When I lit this candle wick, the candle began to be consumed - it melts and spreads out – created to burn - to shine - but the only way it will ever give off light is if it is consumed. The greater the light, the more it must be consumed. When Jesus truly invades your life - he must consume you, if you are to shine! That is what the light of Christ does. 
John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
And like it’s scent as God consumes us, our life to give a sweet aroma at work, school, neighborhood – we in return brings light and life. 
Who is that Baby, the One whose birth we celebrate? 
The true identity born to Mary that night in Bethlehem 2020 yrs ago?
** He the light of the world / creator of all things / the very radiance of the glory of the Father / icon of the very nature of God / sustainer of all!

To the architect he is the chief cornerstone. / To the banker he is the hidden treasure. / baker he is the living bread. / builder he is the sure foundation. / doctor he is the great physician. / educator he is the master teacher. / farmer he is the Lord of the harvest. / florist he is the lily of the valley. / geologist he is the rock of ages.
He is the Word become flesh / The Lord of All – who became a servant /  / The Righteous One who became our sin bearer / The Eternal One who tasted death / The Risen One who now lives! / The Reigning one / and one day returning King! That is that baby – that is who Jesus is... make no mistake... Jesus is the LIGHT of life! 
Somebody say, “Merry Christmas!”
What is your darkness? Jesus desires to step into your darkness and shine the light. Will you see the light or turn form it?
His incarnation - His habitation – His Manifestation – and His Invitation 

Like in John - Many still ignore him and reject him... what will you do?

John 1:12- But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.
Sin draws a line between you & God - a problem we cannot solve - The Bible is so clear – we have a problem – and we can’t do anything on our own to help it. We are totally deprived.  Folding chair gospel - The answer - A baby! A boy! God became a man.  God himself to the rescue - transforming us from sinners to sons. Christmas is God moving towards us! God reconciled us!  God intervened and died for us - chair gospel - That’s Christmas. The promised solution has arrived. He stepped into our world 2020 yrs ago and still steps into our world today! 
