Christmas Isn’t Cancelled – Get the Nativity up!
What really happened on Christmas? Do the Christmas specials have it right? Are the pic's on the cards accurate?
Most well know story in the bible and the most mis-told story.
2000 yrs ago the Jewish nation was awaiting the promised Messiah –
Luke 1:1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 
** Christmas is true! It happened - and it speaks to us, reminding us… 
The couple Mary & Joseph you know, but a true story you might not. 
Luke 1 - Angel Gabriel tells Zack & Elizabeth they were to have a baby who will prepare the way for Messiah (John). 
Luke 1:18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 20 And now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you won’t be able to speak until the child is born. For my words will certainly come true at the proper time.” 
From this point on Zack never saw things the same…
· Christmas reminds us
Trust and waiting on God are at the core of following Christ
We see – that God often tells us what to do - but doesn't always tell us what He will do or how. We just have to trust!
To know Jesus is more than head knowledge.
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy - the Son of God.
· Christmas reminds us: 
God uses the least expected people to bring about his perfect will
A young lady from a small town - nothing especially special – but she was who God favored for his purpose. God uses the foolish & simple things to baffle the wise.
Luke 1:36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People used to say she was barren, but she’s already in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
· Christmas reminds us: 
With God the impossible is always possible 
The miracle of a virgin having a baby! A barren older woman - God does things unexpectedly. Zack (too old) Mary (too young). God can use anyone at any age to accomplice his will.
Matthew 1:19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
Joseph was to adopt Jesus and raise him as his son
· Christmas reminds us: 

Following Jesus doesn’t always mean easy
Right from the start, trouble - you would have thought the parents of Jesus would have been given some slack. Blessed does not mean easy
His and Her life, reputation, marriage, were all at stake
Luke 1 - Mary visits Aunt Lizzy – John jumps in Liz’s belly when Mary shows up. Mary stays 3 months – John is born and Zack speaks again – we don’t hear from John for next 30 years.
A Christmas road trip - Luke 2:1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth… to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 

Stress: taxes, 2 days travel, crowds, soldiers, shepherds, family, accommodations, and pregnant girlfriend in final days.
It was one crazy night - 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
No room in the kataluma. = “upper room” lit. “guest room” Joe and Mary were most likely staying with family. Full house.
The Nativity makes for a peaceful figurine, but, it wasn’t that pretty or silent (loud, chaos, family, stressful money issues).
· Christmas reminds us that:
In our not so silent nights, Jesus says, “I am here!”
What is on your mind at night? Is 9 - prince of peace has arrived 

We worry about so much, some legitimate & serious: Health, finances, marriage, family crises, am I going to have a job?
The world doesn’t have any answers… 
John 14:27 (NLT) I am leaving you with a gift - peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So, don’t be troubled or afraid.
Luke 2:8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.’”  11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
· Christmas reminds us that:
In Christ there is and can always be mega joy 
One of the missing things in Christmas and in the world today, JOY – 
When Jesus shows up on the scene – Joy follows.
· What are you afraid of? “Don’t be afraid” Jesus is here!
Luke 2:12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
· Christmas reminds us that
The invitation to come to Jesus requires a response. 

I bring you good news – you can find him here… They could they have said – no I’m cool, I don’t feel like going? But they said – “let’s go!”

You might know the story but still need to act on it. 
Luke 2:17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
· Christmas reminds us that: You and I need Jesus
God doesn’t need us; God is not lonely. Why did he come? Because we needed a Savior. Savior for what? Our self - sins

Christ did not come 2,000 years ago so that we could give each other presents, decorate our houses, have parties and sit on Santa’s lap - He was born to save us from our sins.
To choose that cradle without the cross – is to miss Christmas.
We need Christmas – we needed a savior – God came to the rescue.
These SHEPHERDS - were more than just field workers. Their proximity to the temple - looked after temple lambs for God were the first to see the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. They understood the need and understood this good news!
Luke 2 - Joe and Mary 8 days later named Jesus when he was circumcised… and Matthew records at a later time (possibly 2 yrs) an unknown number of Magi (wise men) appeared seeking the Christ.
If you think about it at the first Christmas, a lot of people weren’t home
· Mary & Joseph - not home (Nazareth) gone to Bethlehem for a census 

· Shepherds – not home - pulling an all-nighter working the night shift 
· Wise Men - not home - From Far East - incredible road trip looking for...
What is home for you? People have this homing device every year at this time - We’ll do anything to get home…
Sadly, many will not be home for Christmas
Jesus, himself, was not home - He left the glory and splendor of heaven to be born and laid on simple farm furniture.
· Christmas reminds us that: You have a home in Christ

John 6:51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 
How many of you will be home for Christmas? Truly home?
John 14:2 here is more than enough room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 When everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will always be with me where I am.
Some here have a void in your life – you’re Spirit is Home sick 
Isn’t it about time you prayed a “Home for Christmas” prayer?
