Christmas Isn’t Cancelled – wk 3 – When Life’s Not So Wonderful
My fav movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” - In the movie George Bailey had a gift that he wasn’t sure he wanted. His gift was - his life. His life had  seemingly fallen apart all around him.  An angel says, “At exactly 10:45 pm tonight, earth time, that man will be thinking seriously of throwing away God’s greatest gift.” But God sends an angel is sent to stop him before he takes his own life…
Given a chance to see the significance of his life he wants to live
Today I want to talk about what George felt on that bridge… despair. What to do when life does not seem so wonderful. 
Sunday school teacher asked her class of children: “What is Christmas about?” Many kids gave the usual answers: Jesus’ birthday, joy, giving - but one child responded it was “a time for good sportsmanship.” Why? “Because you don’t always get everything you want.”

Everyone receives gifts they’re really not sure they want. 
“USA Today” survey, what they do with that not-quite-right gift 31% keep it, 30% hide it, 13% toss it, 12% give away, 6% return
A reality of life - sometimes life gives you what you don’t want
2020 has been wonderful for some – I have done 2 wedding this month – but for many 2020 is stressful and lonely - Christmas can compound
Jesus told us - John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
Yet – sometimes life seems anything but abundant. 

It’s a Wonderful Life. Really? Terrorist attacks, violence, injustice, pandemics… What do you do when life does not seem so wonderful?
To a Christ follower, the darkness of the world saddens us. But it is not a surprise… because we know who is behind this… (sometimes the enemy, sometimes ourself, sometimes it’s life) 
It was because of this very evil, that Jesus came and was born.
** Worry never solves problems, it only robs today of its peace
Luke 21:34 - Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with dissipation, (over indulging) drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will close in on you unexpectedly like a trap.  (During this time alcohol consumption is up, antidepressants are up – and depression are up) 
We can discuss why bad things happen in life…

But even with all this, it is still a wonderful life. 
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he (Jesus) will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Here is why your life, this life, why Life is wonderful! BECAUSE
1. Because Jesus has come to give you true life 

Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given (this very specific, intentional event – it was an answer to the problem of pain and suffering) 
Matthew 1:23 "The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel" (which means "God with us").

God stepped out and down – to meet us – to walk with us!

Bringing redemption –value – forgiveness – grace – life!!
Once dead in our sin – through Jesus we can know life again! 

God loves the people of this world. He is greived over the darkness and despair. The separation is not pleasing to him. In fact, he loves us so much that he chose to actually participate with us in its brokenness.

Matthew 1:20 But after he (Joseph) had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” (that was a reference by an angel to the cross while Jesus still in the womb) 
Jesus was born to die. That baby was to become a man – that man was to carry our cross. Because of that cross - we can know life and hope. That man was God in the flesh.
And Jesus did it!! Eph 3:12 In him (Jesus) and through faith in him (Jesus) we may approach God with freedom and confidence.

Jesus gives us life now in the middle of our chaos - and life to come… Romans 8:18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.
2 Corinthians 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay (this life – our bodies) to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. /  16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

We have reason to rejoice, this life will not have the final word. 
As the angels shouted - we too can shout - Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Glory to God in the highest! Salvation has come! Life has come!!
This is the promise of Christmas: Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, let us reason together," says the LORD. "Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.

You have not sinned too bad, done too much, ran to far…
Jesus says come… I can make you new!
Here is why your life, this life, why Life is wonderful! BECAUSE:
2. Jesus bears the weight of life, when we are exhausted 
Isaiah 9:6 … and the government will be on his shoulders…
Govt. cannot fix the world – not even our govt. The govt.’s of the world were broken then, and still are... but good news…
Jesus the King will return – and can carry that responsibility.
(Jesus the glorious King – bears the weight of the world. The king invites you – cast your cares on me.) 1 Peter 5:6 So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor. 7Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.
Do you feel the pressure of this life on your shoulders? 

Jesus says give it to me - I can handle it – I can carry it! 
3. Jesus provides guidance in this life, when we are confused 
Isaiah 9:6 ….and he will be called Wonderful (Amazing) Counselor (Guide) 
Could you use direction and guidance in your life? Counsel and help with your marriage, kids, future?

The angle declared to the shepherds that night – Luke 2: 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 
Joy to the world – the counselor, the guide is here. 

When we rest in his guidance = the result is unspeakable joy!
4. Jesus gives strength to endure life when we feel like giving up
Isaiah 9:6 And he will be called… Mighty God… (This not only declares the deity of Jesus – but also the power of Jesus.)
He able to do all He wills to do. He is good and His promises are true and trustworthy. Do you need his power today? 
In His Strength, His power – the impossible becomes possible
Do you feel like your situation or the future is bleak, are you exhausted, ready to quit… Jesus says…My grace – my power is sufficient for you

5. Jesus makes us family in this life, when we feel alone
Isaiah 9:6 And he will be called… Everlasting Father… (perfect ever-present Dad - "Avi Yad" = father of eternity) 
He is everlasting, never changing, perfect, never waivers, unmoved or influenced by folly, discomfort, or fads (Ja 1:17, Heb 13:8, Mal. 3:6, Num 23:19)
In a Song to the Messiah - Psalm 68:4 Sing to God, sing in praise of his name, extol him who rides on the clouds; rejoice before him—his name is the Lord. 5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
No person can ever fill the void of a father – not even your earthly father – only Jesus can completely satisfy that void. 
We lose people we love – a father, mother, brother, friend – but hear me - Our Heavenly Father is everlasting!! A father that will look after you and never leave you!
We often expect our earthly relationships to be everlasting but only one is everlasting - we stock so much on here that we forget only our everlasting father can fill the void of life and lost love.
God your consistent, patient, gracious, merciful, humble, strong, father who will never leave you – only found through Jesus
John 1:12 - Through Jesus alone we are made Children of God 
Gal 4:6, Rom 8:15 – Only through Jesus we can call God – Father
Through Jesus our relationship w/ God is now a family matter.
And because of Jesus - God the father gives us relationship with the family of God. The church. When you feel alone. You have a family sitting next to you in Jesus. You never have to be alone again…
6. Jesus offers us peace, when life seems crazy - out of control 
Isaiah 9:6 And he will be called… Prince of Peace (ruler & giver of peace & hope) 
Jesus the Prince of peace is not just a card on Christmas. 
Prince of peace = He is the "Sar Shalom" - more than a cup of coffee on a cold day - this is encompassing wholeness, completion, tranquility 
Jesus is everything we want in life - Everything we want for those we love – Jesus is the prince of it all!  Apart from Jesus, you cannot know true peace – nor can the ones you love!
It is Jesus who gives all of us the ability to experience the simple joys of this life: A loving kiss - a warm embrace - the breath of a puppy – a sunset - a calm tide - a cool breeze on a warm day, conversation with an old friend, the magic of falling snow - holding a newborn baby - watching your children play together… It’s a wonderful life! 
that peace – that joy – That Shalom – there’s more where that comes from - look to the one who gives it all!
So, when you see the craziness of the world – and are overwhelmed by worry and despair… remember it was because of that very thing – That Jesus came and was born – to give you peace!!!
Christmas was a pinhole of light in a dark world (black cloak) – the cross torn is open – and the resurrection torn it down and trampled on - And at his return it is thrown away!
When life seems to not be so wonderful - remember…
· It’s a wonderful life because - God is still through the Holy Spirit calling people to come and rest – calling those whosoever will – to come and sit at his table. 

· It’s a wonderful life because God is still writing names in the Lambs book of life! God is still redeeming lives.
· It’s a wonderful life because Jesus will return again… not as a baby – but a glorious and just king – making every wrong, right. 
And until then – we are his hands and feet to heal and prepare. 

2021 – may not be difference than 2020 – at first or for a while… but we have the promise of Jesus - resting in his life, guidance, strength, hope, and peace!
You want to know why it’s a wonderful life – here’s why - Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
