Apostle Paul then shifts to another sensitive area

Last few week in Ephesians the Apostle Paul is challenging us to reflect Jesus in every area of out life. First our daily life, then our marriage life, family life (children), and now our work life. 

Ephesian 6:5 Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, 6 not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.

The elephant in the passage – bondservant / slave.
This is used to say the bible promotes slavery - but it does not.

1 Peter 2:18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. (seeming to condone slavery) – verses like these seem to condone slavery.

These passages and a few like them, have been used in the past to abuse people’s rights and subject people to inhumane conditions. Important to understand - The word for slave) did not have the same meaning it has today. It was used in both negative and positive contexts. We are even called slaves of Christ.



A quick look at slavery in the Bible. 4 Things:


1 Timothy 1:8-10 – God does not condone slavery! It is called contrary to God’s word. Slave traders are right up there with murders.

The word, Gk. doulos – used for both, a bonded servant = voluntary out of necessity and slave = involuntary) This is a complex and multilayered in Roman culture and life. 

4 out of 10 people in the Empire were slaves. 2 million people. (and in the 1st century nealy ??% were bondservants at some point)

Some by choice (education / trade / land / loan) or by force (debt / conquered). Usually it lasted a set number of years. Some were forces to bondservant for their entire life to pay off debt. The issue here is closer to work life.

How in the Roman culture a master/boss could treat their servant as they wished??? Paul like every true Christian opposed ownership and called for a humble approach. 

Paul is giving us a new outlook on work - think & live diff.
Last week the challenge to obey your dependent if you are at home – now this is for all those who want to be independent… WORK.

Undercover Boss: 3 Things Christians Have To Change AT Work

#1 - Ephesian 6:5 Bondservants (employees/superior/military authority) be obedient to those who are your masters (bosses / employers / captains / sargent’s / etc.) according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 

1. We have to change who we work for – BOSS
1 Peter 4:8-11, 1 Cor 7:17-24, Eph 2:10, 4:28, 2 Thes 3:6-13


TV Show Undercover boss. Working, serving, trying, learning. Some might have worked better or differently. He rewards the ones who worked their best not knowing he was the boss. 

Col 3:17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. / Col 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters…  
We have a higher boss - not our manager, employer, CEO. If you’re a follower of Jesus, your boss is the LORD. We work for him. 

This passage also tells us… Eph 6:5 (we must work with) …obedience… in sincerity of heart… 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers… (not just when being watched – not a kiss up) 7 with goodwill doing service… (doing your work well when no one is looking) 

2. We have to change how we work – ASSIGNMENT
Since we are working for God – we work our best – doing our best – all the time. You work harder and better. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.
Jobs – Dry cleaners (alone) - in a warehouse (alone) doing my best when no one there. I never cut corners. Today I work alone most of the day. God was shaping me. How much company time are you mis-using (until the boss walks in)? Time to work differently. (School work)

Even bosses are to work better and differently - Eph 6:9 And you, masters, (bosses) do the same things to them, (ground breaking – in human decency) giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, (your boss) and there is no partiality with Him. (don’t show favoritism – let their work determine it)

God is watching you, those people are created in His image. Valued and treasured. You will answer to God for how you treat them. Remember - He is the real boss.

Jesus modeled this when he knelt to wash his disciples’ feet. You want to be great? Jesus told them - humbly serve – lead by example. 
You want a title – pick up a towel. 

3. We have to change why we work – REWARD 
Matthew 5:12-16, Colossians 3:23-24, Hebrews 4:13
You’re not just punching a time card / clock – it’s bigger! 

We work for eternity – called to be salt and light at school / work – called to make disciples – called to pass the torch – pass the baton.
This  life is one long job interview for eternity. 

Col 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.

That boring / mundane job - honors God, meets fundamental needs, and supplies resources to advance the kingdom.

When you use that income to invest in ministry and the local church – that Job takes on an eternal value.

** Work fulfills God’s purpose in creation. It is an act of worship!

Before the fall and the curse - Genesis 2:15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. (God gave them an assignment “work and keep it.” 12X in Genesis 1–2 God makes something – he then makes Adam and says – here… make something.”

Work is not the result of the fall of man – stressful and frustrating work, and not learning to enjoy work is.

Work literally means “to develop” God gave Adam a responsibility, be a gardener who “develops” - not a park ranger who “guards”
Work is not a punishment. It is part of the original design. 

Like Adam we are created to take the raw materials of the earth and develop them for God’s glory and the benefit of others.

Contractors take raw materials and use them to create buildings
Artists take raw materials, color and music and create art. 
Lawyers take principles of justice and laws to benefit society.
Doctors take truths of science and medicine and help heal lives.
Teachers take knowledge tools and fundamentals and prepare lives.
Baristas take coffee beans and create magic. 

As we do this, God himself is at work creating through us.
This does not necessarily mean you make a lot of money - we are most fulfilled when we are productive.

So, what do you do if you are in a job that is unfulfilling?  
• Do it faithfully as an act of worship… it is helping someone…
• Consider there might be a distinction between your job and the calling God has placed in you. Your job becomes a tool for ministry. 

Notice those words - We have a new Boss / We have a diff Assignment
/ We seek a better Reward - Christianity sets a new BAR

Some say, “Well, my boss is terrible. He doesn’t reward us or notice - never gives recognition.” It’s hard! But you’re not really doing it for him anyway. You’re doing it for God. That is real worship!

In these last couple chapters – God (through Paul) gives us
Priority Principles: Our list of Priorities 

1. Our walk with God – care for it, nature it, feed it - #1 priority

2. Marriage - #1 earthly relationship – above all others, even kids

3. Children - Children follow spouse. Greatest gift, a healthy marriage 

4. Work - Not understanding this can ruin a family. 

Many homes are torn apart by work schedules, money goals, & workplace temptations. It is a priority – but not the top one. 

Some might wonder – where does church? It does not fit, it envelopes.
Seek first the kingdom of God… (Matt 6:33) We are given as a gift – to help you maneuver through all of these. Not an afterthought.

#1 earthy responsibility - Passing the Spiritual torch of the Kingdom
Not making money, being successful, a good citizen, achievements, traveling, sports, education, political position, or making history.

Riding rides and getting tickets illustration 

The great assignment of heaven is – make disciples, teaching them to follow all that I have commanded (Matthew 28:19) 

Not worship, reading the Bible, or even prayer. These things are important and valuable tools for growth. But they are not our assignment or end game. 

You can worship all day – but are you making disciples?
You can read your Bible all day- but are you making disciples?
You can pray for hours – but are you making disciples? 
You can even make a lot of money – are you making disciples?  

Passing the SPIRITUAL TORCH is our #1 responsibility
1st to our spouse – 2nd to our children / family – then 3rd – to others!

Truth is most people are not remembered with-in 50 yrs of death. Passing godly spiritual torch / legacy of life is eternal.

Next week the end - Paul knowing these things need prayer - ends with spiritual warfare and understanding the role of payer in our life. 

There are real evil forces lying in the wait… ready to attack you and your family. What are we to do? Next week! 

Prayer

***Invite cards – at the door on



 

