Same God - Ephesians – wk 15 – Stand Therefore!   
The New Testament is Ground zero believers after the resurrection - the first followers… Jesus delegated Paul as one of His Apostles. 

Paul writes to the church in Ephesus about the person, the plan, and the priorities of Jesus.

As Paul ends the letter, he gives a challenge. If you’re going to live this out, you need to be one who fights – on your knees. 

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

Last week, we unpacked the reality of the unseen spiritual forces of evil in the world, fallen angels, demons, and the plot and schemes of Satan to kill, steal, and destroy God’s creation.  

Highlighting – that it is only through the Lord’s might, power, and Spirit that we can overcome. (Zech 4:6) Through Jesus alone! 
Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 

Today, our spiritual weapons. 
Ephesians 6:13 Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, 18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints… (we will pick up at verse 19 next week – the final week) 

V10,13 …put on the full armor of God… (circles back to - the Armor)  

Have you ever heard of the Armor of God? Sunday school lessons and kids' action figures. This is not a kids' lesson. 
Paul gives 7 weapons - 6 pieces of armor and a call to action.   

Ephesians 6:13 Therefore, take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, (“when the day of evil comes” listen – it is coming. Are you ready?) and having done all, to stand firm. 14 Stand therefore… (there is no punctuation in the Gk – the context guides the grammar – in the Gk, there is no separation between the end of 13 and 14 – making a possible reading…) 

…and having done all to stand firm - stand therefore…
I’m feel overcome – stand. Feel defeated – stand! Feel seal – Stand therefore! Keep standing and then stand some more – and hold each other up! Bear one another's burdens – so they can stand.
The enemy keeps coming – stand firm! Keep standing!

4X in this passage - STAND, STAND, WITHSTAND – STAND
(Stand firm - Stand therefore) We are called to Stand! Why stand? Because Jesus has already won at Calvary!

** You do not fight for victory – you fight from victory **
If you are a follower of Jesus, you have no need to be afraid of the demonic realm. You can with boldness know - Jesus has won! 

Without him, you will lose. But with him, you’ve already won.

You are in a battle to occupy ground already won! (Col 2:14-15)
You don’t need to borrow money if you have a million dollars in the bank. Some of you are begging for a dollar – when you are already credited by Jesus, with all the riches of heaven. 

Satan is working overtime to rob Christians of the spiritual tools we already have. We fight from Christ’s Victory.

Christian, you are not fighting to win - we are enforcing the victory Jesus secured on the cross!  If you are a Christian, you are not losing - you have already won - Jesus is the victor and Satan is defeated. 

Satan, like a rabid dog that will be put down, will resist & bite. 

Know this - 1 John 4:4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. (Are you ready to fight?) 

Romans 16:19 ...I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (Are you ready to fight?) 

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind. (Are you ready to fight?) 

Revelation 12:11 And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.

1 John 5:4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

James 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Follower of Jesus, be fearless... Jesus has won, you have won!
Because some don’t understand this victory, many around walk as victims. The armor is yours already to help stand firm!

The armor of god serves two purposes. 
Paul says take up the whole armor of God - (v. 10) to stand against the schemes of the devil (Before) and (v. 13), and to stand during the day of attack (During)
The armor tells us what we already have and why we can stand. 
They are the uniform and weapons of warfare. They each represent a part of the battle; all are given by God. Don’t fight naked!

Let’s look at each. These are not magic amulets or a mystical formula for triumph – People often fly through or overanalyze.

7 Ways Jesus Covers and Fortifies You
They are images of Christ’s victory in you. When you walk in them, the enemy has no power over you.  Believers are already assigned and equipped with this upon salvation.

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth…
1. The truth belt

A belt holds up everything and is connected to everything for ability & mobility- this is fundamental. Like Batman’s utility belt.

Jesus is the truth (John 14:6) – gird / bind yourself w/ Jesus, his truth, his perspective, his word. He holds it all together! Ask yourself: 

· Is Jesus your identity, the core and center of your life? 
· Do you care more about what others think than Jesus?
· Is your view of your sex, marriage, purpose, compassion, justice, and generosity based on the truth of Jesus’ Word?
· Do you believe the Bible is absolutely and absolute truth? 
Gen 3 - Satan’s first attack was, “Did God really say that?” 

“Well, that is narrow “- Truth is narrow: surgeon / pharmacist / pilot.  Broad is the way that leads to destruction - narrow is the way to life (Ma 7:13-14)

· You’ve got to get to where no matter what, Jesus is right! 
· Do you know His Word and work? This is not data, this is survival! The truth of Jesus foils Satan’s attacks and lies!

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore… having put on the breastplate of righteousness
2. The righteousness breastplate (ancient bulletproof vest) 
It protects the chest, vital organs, heart - what’s inside me. This is a position piece – it says where you are. 

Jesus is our righteousness 
2 Cor 5:21 – For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. (The great exchange - Jesus took our sin so that we could have his righteousness) 

We are righteous in Jesus. We are covered in Christ’s righteousness purchased by his blood; the breastplate is blood-covered 

That sin, weakness, past, former relationship – the enemy will accuse you and attack – Stop! I am covered by the blood of Jesus! Devil – I am forgiven, redeemed, set free – I am righteous in Jesus. 
This provision protects my heart - my will and emotions.  

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore… 15 and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace.
3. The Gospel shoes

*Roman Cleats – surefooted. Designed not only to keep you steady, but also to keep you moving. Jesus takes you places!

Jesus embodies the Gospel - The good news = the deity, death, and resurrection – good news we can be reconciled to the Father! 

When we wear the shoes of the Gospel and walk thru the valley, thru tough times, thru pain – wherever… we walk surefooted in peace knowing God with us!

The storm may be bad, but the ship is seaworthy - go to bed, the captain is staying up! No need to worry!

Also, with this, we are saying, “Jesus, my feet are ready to go wherever you lead. I do not need to be afraid. Lead me today to share the gospel. 

Isaiah 52:7 - How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who proclaim salvation…!” (Romans 10:15)

(GOD = go / SATAN = sat) As the enemy seeks to disrupt and attack those around you, are you ready to respond with the hope and peace of Jesus? I will go! I am ready! 

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore... 16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one…
4. The faith shield

Satan’s primary attacks are lies - like fiery arrows coming right at you (Examples of lies… not today – BOOM - the shield) 

Our faith is in Jesus, and we are secure.
Biblical faith is not internal fortitude, stamina, or determination. That kind of faith will fail you. Our faith is a supernational confidence in Jesus. (Heb 11:1-6) 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. (faith in Jesus) 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” (Rom 3:38-39)  

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me (faith in Jesus) shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.

The enemies will shoot at you fear, worry, insecurity, anxiety, and doubt about your salvation and life. The Lord says – have faith – stand firm - remember, I have you! 

The Shield is not only a solo weapon. Ancient Roman shields were created to link with other soldiers (pic), body to body, to form a giant barrier, like a wall. We are meant to link together, be part of the church. 

You need me - we need you – I need you. We need each other. We are a team building our faith together, sharpening one another, and encouraging each other. You can’t do this alone! 
We are stronger together!

Eph 6:14 Stand therefore… 17 and take the helmet of salvation
5. The salvation helmet
The battleground is often fought in our minds, as we replay and ponder the enemy's arrows. A helmet protects the mind!

Jesus is our salvation!
This is about putting on the perspective of Christ over our circumstances.   * The poor me Christian… put on your helmet. 

2 Corinthians 10:3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  

The helmet absorbs the blows – I get hit, but I know who I am!
I am the Lord's – Christ has saved me – and is keeping me. 

We are to take captive the thoughts and the arguments in our head told by Satan and others and make them obedient to Christ. 

When the enemy attacks my mind, I say, “thru Jesus I have salvation.” 
I am born again with purpose, I am chosen, redeemed, forgiven, a child of God, designed with intention, accepted in the beloved, I have the righteousness of Christ, I am an overcomer, I have His peace, I am an heir of Christ’s glory. (BTW – this is everything Paul wrote in Eph 1-2).

Romans 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. (We have a new mind in Christ!) 

If you get hit in the head, it’s over, even zombies know that! Protect your head! 
Eph 6:17 …and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God…
6. The Spirit Sword
God’s word! Jesus is the Word of God made flesh! (John 1:1) 

Many walk around with a sword, own a sword, sleep next to a sword, display a sword, have the Sword app, study the sword  – but just don’t ever use it. Listen, Christian, you desperately need to know this word and master it the best you can.  

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

One’s ability to walk in victory over Satan’s attacks is directly related to one's use of God’s word! (Matt 4) Jesus responding to Satan – Have you read? SLICE - Do you know…? JAB - It is written… Swoosh – Cut him in half! You need to know and use it.  (James 1:22-25) 

Knowledge of movies, sports, GPA, or money skills - those can be fun and help in life, but only God’s word can rescue and transform a soul from the clutches of the enemy and bring eternal life!

(Joshua 1) Read it, hear it, know it, learn it, memorize it, meditate on it.
Use it with Love, caringly, skillfully, like a surgeon – not attacker 

“What kind of Christian are you with God’s word? Are you a butterfly (bouncing around), are you a botanist (take notes – all info.), or are you a bee (you dive in, draw out what is sweet, and make honey)” - Tony Evans

The last tool - Eph 6:18 Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints… (All God’s people)

7. The Intercessor - Prayer!

This is not just about preparing you for your day or at meals, but - “at all times” – This is about developing a life of prayer!

We will focus on this one exclusively next week!

Perhaps you feel like you are under attack. Jesus is your defense. 
1. Jesus is the truth.
2. Jesus is our righteousness.
3. Jesus embodies the Gospel.
4. Jesus is the object of our faith.
5. Jesus is our salvation.
6. Jesus is the Word of God alive in us.
7. Jesus is the mediator of our prayers. 

Prayer 
