IT’S A BOY ’25 - The Problem with Christmas
The birth of a child is exciting. I remember the day when our kids were born. Before gender reveal parties, we just told family, “It’s a girl.”  
**Mary had a divine ultrasound – and the biggest gender reveal ever – given by the angel Gabriel – “It’s a boy.” (Luke 2) 

This Christmas, we are going to unwrap one verse for three weeks. 
What do you think the greatest Christmas verse in the bible is?

Isaiah 7:14 – Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Immanuel.

Matthew 1:21 - She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins."

Or maybe the angel’s announcement - Luke 2:11 Luke 2:11 - Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. - Or the declaration of the angels – 2:14 – "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!"

One of the most widely used Christmas verses is from Isaiah 9
Chapter 9 follows an announcement of the fall of northern Israel to Syria (Ch 8). Great destruction and judgment. 

Then comes 9 - Isaiah 9:1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. (but your areas suffering will not last) In the former time, (in the past) He brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time, (in the future) He has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

Land of Zebulun (future Nazareth) and Naphtali (area of Galilee). There will be glorious events by the Sea of Galilee.

Isaiah then prophecies what will happen – 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. (The Land of Zebulun and Naphtali – Israel will be given hope! A Messiah) 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; (the people of God will grow in numbers) they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. (a reference to Gideon's victory in Judges 7 – it was a powerful, complete, and joyous event - such will be the Messiah’s victory) 5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. (there will be no more war) 

With that – the most famous Christmas verse – 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
We will focus on verses 6-7 for the next three weeks. 
Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year. The world celebrates this birth. It seems all happy, but we forget the problem.

Isaiah 9:1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time, He brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali…

Isaiah, before he gets to Christmas, reminds us that they and we have issues. There is a problem with Christmas.    
The problem is - it reminds us we have caused a problem

On a wall, “Jesus saves.” Someone wrote- “stamps.” Notice how people don’t appreciate good news unless they know the bad first? We can’t really grasp the solution of Christmas w/out understanding the problem.

Christmas is both a problem and a promise
A problem we caused, and a promised solution we don’t deserve. 

Isaiah 9 continues that there will be no anguish forever, but that God is promising a great light to walk with you and rescue you.

But many don't think they need salvation… Saved from what? From the Problem! The problem is massive – but the solution is magnificent!

And so complex and unique, that only God could orchestrate it  

What is the problem we caused? SIN - We caused a problem of SIN 
It is hard for many to accept - we have a serious problem

The Bible is packed with verses that illustrate this human problem… 
Romans 3:22b-23 - For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (pretty straightforward - no one is going to heaven with a sin problem - nobody) **Raise your hand -  if you have never sinned.

Well, I’m pretty good – no, not even you - Romans 3:10 – as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; (Hold up the universal symbol for zero) 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” (There are only people with a sin problem – everyone) 

Well, Ted, I just trust my heart - follow your heart – we can’t! Jeremiah 17:9 - The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?

This is a core foundational essential called - TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

For example - Isaiah 53:6 - All (who? All) we like sheep (cute but dumb - they follow everything) have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; (I want – I want – I want what I want – what will it take to get it - the problem - Total Depravity - then Isaiah gives a promise) and the LORD has laid on him (The Messiah) the iniquity of us all. (the whole chapter is about the cross) 

Total depravity (aka - pervasive depravity and radical corruption)  is this - You’re not as sinful or as evil as you could be, but every part of you is leaning toward self and sin. 
Jesus tells us, “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit” (Matthew 7:17-18) 

Genesis 6:5: The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. (The catalyst for the flood - then afterwards, still) Gen 8:21 - …every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood… (That’s our heart - always thinking what can I get… how can I get it – since we were children…) 

We tend to live our lives trying to satisfy The “ME.”

The early church father Augustine of Hippo argued that, since the Fall, all humanity is in a self-imposed bondage to sin.  “My sin was this: That I looked for beauty, pleasure and truth, not in Him, but in myself and in His creatures.” (Confessions, Book I, Chapter 20) 

If you do nothing, you naturally do wrong – our natural bent. We don’t choose sin; we are sinners by nature. We are slaves to sin (Rom 6) 

Something even a child displays - biting, hitting, running away, saying NO – we tricked our daughter by naming her NO! -el

Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins (dead in the water) 2 in which you once walked, following (naturally chasing) the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience… (Our spirit by nature follows the wrong) 

Billy Sunday, 1800’s baseball player turned preacher asked the Columbus, OH, mayor to bring a list of everyone in the city that was really struggling with sin – mayor said he would do it – hours later delivered to Billy’s room was a – phonebook – we are all sinful.

Humanism says man is good at his core - people will choose right over wrong. We have found this untrue; pick up a history book, of the news  

People are evil: Father threw 2yr over bridge / microwaving babies / Sachse Mom shooting her son / coaches, teachers, pastors molesting kids / sex trade! And we just read it and move on – we are evil.

You know what the problem with the world is - ME! 
I’m what’s wrong with the world. It’s you! We are…

No pointing the fingers anymore - we are no different than the worst of sinners – “there, but for the grace of God go I.” If we were to act out our hearts, our depraved, sinful hearts… we would all be gone. 

If there is anything good in us, it’s only because God is working through us. The only reason we even want to know Him is that He first worked in us and drew us to Him. 
1 Cor 12:3 - No one can say Jesus is Lord except by the Spirit!

We can’t grasp the true Glory of Christmas unless we understand the depth of the problem!  If we don’t get this, we miss Christmas.
The problem of Christmas – it reminds us that 
· We are sinners by Deed – what we have done
· We are sinners by Nature – who we are

And we can do nothing to save ourselves, even our good actions are prideful attempts at self-righteousness - Isaiah 64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. (Menopause rags) We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.

This is why Christmas - this is why a baby was born - this is why He came. The problem of Christmas is that we are filthy, dirty, sinful people – who desperately need a Savior. 

Isaiah 59 (hard passage to read – not usually read for Christmas morning – but this is the Christmas problem – a statement of who we are) 1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; (the problem is not that God can not get you - it’s not God is unable) 2 but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. (“does not hear” = it’s not that he can’t hear or listen – but that He won't respond) 

3 For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; (thought that proceeds actions) your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters wickedness. 4 No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity. 5They hatch adders’ eggs; they weave the spider’s web; he who eats their eggs dies, and from one that is crushed a viper is hatched. 6Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not cover themselves with what they make. (You can put on your best Christmas sweater but… clothes can’t cover it) Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. 7 Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. 8The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths; they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows peace. 9Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; we hope for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 10 We grope for the wall like the blind; we grope like those who have no eyes; we stumble at noon as in the twilight, among those in full vigor we are like dead men. 11We all growl like bears; we moan and moan like doves; we hope for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us. 12For our transgressions are multiplied before you, and our sins testify against us; for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities: 13transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God, speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. (Merry Christmas - welcome to Livingway) 

Sin draws a line between you & God - a problem we cannot solve. The Bible is so clear – we have a problem, and we can’t do anything on our own to help it. We are totally deprived.
Ready for some good news?  

Christmas is both a problem and a promise
A problem of sin and a promised solution

We caused a problem, Sin… but God brought a promised solution
What is the solution? SALVATION – God brought a promised solution  

Christmas is not salvation; it is the promise that salvation has come. Salvation is found in Good Friday and Easter. Christmas is a birthday party for the promised Savior. It’s here! 

The excitement of opening the gift – but never plugging in. 
i.e. Toy, blender, car, book. Getting the gift (Christmas) and actually putting it to work (Cross / Rez). 

4 Thoughts about God’s Reconciliation – from the first part of Is 9:6. 

1. God did something different - Isaiah 9:6: “For to us a child is born…”

Push someone: What do you want to do…? Push back - Reciprocation. It’s the opposite of reconciliation. When someone wrongs us, it is our natural inclination? Do the same or worse: silent treatment, start rumors, share information told in confidence w/ the intention to hurt.

All relational strife is about reciprocation – but God did something different. We say, God forget you, I’ll do what I want. God has every reason to reciprocate - But instead He…

Isaiah 8-9 - even in the middle of your self-imposed suffering… we get - Isaiah 9:6 – But – For to us… (That’s reconciliation) 

Romans 5:6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Christmas is God moving towards us! God reconciling us!

We did this… but God did this… He was offended - he was robbed, yet he paid for it himself - He broke the cycle, made the first move.
He sent Jesus to take the - push back – to be the shock absorber for his own wrath – that baby boy was to take our punishment. Who would have thought? This is good news!

2. God did something humble -  Isaiah 9:6 – For to us a child is born…

When you think of the sin problem – the magnitude of the evil - God sends what? Baby’s - I love ‘em, but that’s your solution? 

Common sense cliché. "Don't send a boy to do a man's job." 
Yet God does just the opposite – WHY? 

WHY? The method is evidence of the heart - God wasn’t like - Fine! I’ll solve your stupid problem!!!  No – that is not his character. 

God himself, in total humility to respond to our total depravity, was miraculously born a baby from a virgin.  A baby? 

Do you understand God’s heart for you? He has compassion for you even though you hold on to sin so tightly.  

He is Holy, we are not - we are full of sin and pride but he humbly came
· Not born to a queen, but to a peasant (just barely a teenager)
· Not born in a big city, but in a tiny town – Bethlehem  
· Not born to a party, but into poverty and scarcity. 

He came in humility and expects us to respond in humility to Him. 

3. God did something personal - Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, (statement of his humanity) to us a son is given… (statement of his deity)

Is 6:9 – Is one of the greatest statements of the entire OT- Jesus Christ, Fully God / Fully man – this is central and essential to knowing and growing with God – Christmas is the incarnation (Son = God with meat) 

The creator & sustainer of the universe – now breathing, growing, tempted, dying. We can’t miss this, on Christmas God arrived. He didn’t send an angel or raise up a prophet – He came.  

Jesus said he was - John 8:58 – Before Abraham – I AM  / John 10:30 – You’re looking for the Father - you’re looking at him 

Disciples said he was -  John 1:1 – God came and dwelt among us and walked with us / John 20:26-28 – Thomas declared - my Lord and my God 

Followers said so - Titus 2:11-13 Our glorious God and Savior Jesus Christ.

Jesus was convicted of this, and the disciples were convinced and condemned of it – and yet some of you are still confused…  

Mark 12:24 - Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?

He is not a man filled with God, half man, half God, or a man who became God, or a God avatar, not a man, or a man who really knew God – He is fully God and fully Man – the incarnation! 

God did something different, humble, personal, and 
4. God did something active -v6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given 

We were dying in our sins and facing judgment - The answer - A baby! 
God became a man – It’s a boy! God himself came to the rescue, transforming us from sinners to sons. The promised solution is here!

He didn’t sit back and say - you have a problem, sucks to be you - He acted to solve it – John 3:16 - God so loved the world that he gave… 
Willful, intentional, and intended - God stepped out & stepped down.

Last year, 1 of 5 gift cards were never used – estimated $27 billion in unused cards. 2 in 5 Americans have an unused gift card. 

That is true for the gospel. A freely given, fully paid for, gift extended and unused – what are you going to do with this today? 

* Why don’t you do something active and stand with me? 
Maybe you need to respond to this hope given. You understand your problem – your need – and there is only one solution – and it’s a boy.   

Unto you a child is born – unto you a son is given

Thank you, Father, You gave something so different, so humble, so personal, so hopeful. The problem was massive, but the solution is magnificent.   

