IT’S A BOY - He Can Carry Us All
The birth of Noel – having a hamburger while Nikol was in labor – it was tough sitting around all day.  Mary’s divine ultrasound, it’s a boy!

This Christmas, we are unwrapping one verse.
Possibly - The greatest Christmas verse of all time!

Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (last the verses before it – today the part - “… the government shall be upon his shoulder…”) 

You ever notice how people skip that part of the verse…  
"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given - and his name shall be called..." Christmas cards / preaching just skip right over. Is it not a passive phrase? It’s all important.

Interestingly, of all the things listed, it’s the only thing expanded on 7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  (Apparently, it's very important - what does it mean?)

3 Thoughts: 1. The world's governments cannot fix the world

Last week - To truly understand the magnificence of the solution of Christmas, we first had to understand the magnitude of the problem – our sin. This week, we get another problem - The problem with human government.  “Do we have a few hours?”

Q: How many politicians does it take to change a light bulb? A: Two—one to change the bulb and one to change it back again.

We look at how things are and where things are going, and you can’t help but wonder whether things will ever get better. 

It’s been said - 2 things you can’t discuss – religion and politics. 
A reason is that people are bad at discussing things. We are emotionally committed to our perspective and horrible at listening, thinking, and communicating. BTW - Jesus transcends political positions – we should stand on the Word, not a party.  

BTW Govt is a good thing… Romans 13:1-7 emphasizes that God institutes earthly rulers for order, justice, and punishing evil - but ultimately the solution comes from God's Kingdom. 

So - What's wrong with human government? The answer: a lot. 

· Human Government is broken 

Our Constitution – though it is a powerful document, our Constitution is not divine; it is not perfect, and we see it now.
Just look at our govt. and how it's run today, and compare that with how it was intended to be run – it is broken

* 3 branches set up to provide checks and balances – they continually overstep boundaries to achieve their agenda, with little accountability. 

* Political parties argue over territorial power rather than fight for the people – they use people are pawns for power and tenure.

* We spend money we don’t have – 2025 national debt is 38 trillion -  spending more than 8.6 billion a day – that’s 6 million a minute. 
Can we spend like that without expecting an implosion?

* They posture for position and continually campaign… There are good politicians, but rare – the but people with the most money usually win.

· People's Motives are Suspect – we tend to act in self-interest.

They often sit in power to control their own interest (for fame & power, and longevity – but rarely to make a real difference)

Some have been there so long, it’s a career. Though it was meant to be temporary, some are so powerful they’re almost irremovable.

Why is this happening? (It’s not a political party’s fault) 
· People's Hearts are Sinful 

This is a callback to last week: our depravity and sin nature.

Romans 3:10 – as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

Genesis 6:5: The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. / Gen 8:21 - …every inclination of the human heart is evil from childhood… 

We need to realize this – as much as I love the USA and believe this is the greatest country in the world… we will always fall short because we are all selfish, and sinful, people with impure motives.

No president, politician, king, prime minister, law, or plan can solve this problem.
The answer is not a political party, an agenda, or a movement
The answer is not the “Occupy Movement,” libertarianism, MAGA, progressivism, wokeism, or socialism. 
The answer is not even found in our Constitution. 

People are frustrated – and don’t know what to do!
Want some good news? IT’S A BOY!

Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder… (Written centuries before. He has come to fix it! )
3 Thoughts: # 2. God intends to fix the world through Jesus Christ 

Isaiah 9:6 …and the government shall be upon his shoulder… (“Government”– misrah (mis-raw) – used only 2X in OT - here – the seat of control – will be His)

Upon his shoulder, the Messiah will carry the government.

Is 9:7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end… 
Jesus' govt.? What is that?

Jesus' mission is a 2-part plan
"Unto a child is born, to us a son is given" The 1st Advent (the arrival)
"And the Govt will be upon his shoulders" - His 2nd Advent (the rule) 

Only part of this has happened. When He returns again, He will set up his kingdom, His government – His eternal rule. 

The disciples, confused, thought Jesus was going to set up an earthly kingdom right then. Jesus corrected them several times. 

Right after his resurrection, they asked… Acts 1:6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Is the earthly kingdom now?) 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (until then – tell the world – be the kingdom that is coming!)

When the Angel spoke to the shepherds during Jesus birth - Luke 2:10 - The angels said – 10 And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news (the gospel) of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.    

He first comes as a savior / He then returns as a king.

Almost everything is wrong with human government – we have the best in the world – the most stable in the world and the most sound in the world – and yet we are broken… Who’s going fix it? It’s a boy!

We think a person here can do it, but they can’t. We are to pray for our leaders, encourage them, and know - THE KING rules!

Christmas is the celebration of the first advent (Savior is born) and the guarantee of the second advent (A king is coming) 

Understand- Jesus is already Lord of all, He is already King of Kings. Acts 10:36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
He is king, but it will not be realized by all until his return. 

Philippians 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

When he returns, he will establish his rule. You get to serve him now and enjoy that relationship, or deal with him in sin then. 

If you are a follower of Jesus – you are already a citizen in his kingdom. We are to walk it out and live it out until he comes.

It is in your heart – you can sense the tension and unrest – we are pilgrims, sojourners passing through to the true Kingdom.

What will it be like?

• A Kingdom of Permanence
Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end…   from this time forth and forevermore. 

No more voting – campaigning – no more lesser of the two - and the more Christ rules, the more we will want him to rule.  This is the way it was supposed to be!

It will be One King, forever - and He will rule perfectly.

But it sounds controlling – well, yes. He is in control. The difference is - He is good. But – won’t we get tired or bored with his rule – getting old. 

How many of you love your father? Do you want a diff. one? Not if you love him and he is good. He doesn’t get old, you just want to be with him more. Jesus is a perfect king and father.

What will it be like?   • A Kingdom of Promise 
Isaiah 9:7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom…   from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.


First promise - Gen 3:15 God makes the 1st promise of a Savior. One will come who will ultimately crush Satan and his power, and this savior will be wounded. 

God promised Abraham – A messiah will come from your descendants.

Isaac/ Jacob - Jacob was promised it would be from your son Judah (from Judah, one of his descendants, became David king) 

King David – David was promised that his throne would last forever. That one of his descendants would reign for eternity. 

Jewish people, not understanding scripture, are still looking for an earthly successor ever since.

It is no wonder the angel before Mary promised this – Luke 1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, (from the tribe of Judah) of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, (fulfillment of scripture) 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." (reference to Isa 9) 

Our God is a God of promise – Maybe you struggle with this –been on the receiving end of broken promises - mom, dad, spouse, boss 

God is aware of every single thing in your life, and does not go back on his promises! He fulfills them to the very detail! 
What are you trusting God about?

Hebrews 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

1 Thess. 5:24 - He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.

2 Tim. 2:13 - if we are faithless, he remains faithful - for he cannot deny himself.
(Additional verses - 2 Corinthians 1:20, Hebrews 3:6, 1 Corinthians 1:9) 

Get this today - God is faithful – His promises are true – don’t look at what you see – look at the faithful.

What will it be like?    • A Kingdom of Perfection 
Isaiah 9:7 …to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness... 

Justice - Where the wrong and wicked are punished. 
* Maybe you are waiting for justice – the king will bring it.

Righteousness - Where the right is established and upheld.
 * A perfect Good / kind / gracious / merciful / loving king 

Where the Word of God, the way of God, and the heart of God will be overflowing from every citizen, forever.
No more sickness, sin, sadness, or injustice.

Generations have prayed – “your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt 6:1). It’s not an empty prayer. It is coming! He will do it!

Scripture tells us - any good in this life is just a taste of his coming kingdom - a glance – a sip – a flash – a peek. Can you see it. 

To know it – to imagine it – to think it – it is beyond us to grasp – but it is coming – Christmas is that promise – the guarantee. He is coming again! Where is our hope for this – IT’S A BOY!

What will it be like?  • A Kingdom of Power 

Isaiah 9:7 – the last phrase - The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

God’s power and ability are great – He can and will accomplish this, and he cannot be stopped.  
We either acknowledge his grace as Lord and King now or face his judgment as Lord and King. Even in this room, there are churchgoers and far too few Christ followers.

Zeal of the Lord = But notice – it’s his ZEAL (=jealousy) that powers this. It is his intense devotion, passion, commitment, and love for us that guarantee he will do this. 

Finally - 3 Thoughts: # 3. There are no limits to his shoulders 

Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder… (He will carry the weight – he can handle it) 

If he can carry the weight of the world… he can carry you.
There is no limit to what he can carry

What are you going through today? He can carry you.
Jesus, the glorious King, bears the weight of the world. The king invites you – cast your cares on me. 

1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. (NLT - Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.)

