Rebuild - wk 6 – Avoiding the Valley of Oh No!
Rebuilding our lives after chaos, failure, and trials, and when God has placed something on your heart, Nehemiah tells us how to walk it out. 

Found near the middle of OT, it is actually the last event. 
Chart – Group 3 – Neh. (15 yrs after Ezra). Their safety. 

What followed were the steps that rebuild the walls.

Stage 1 – The Passion stage – The heart stage.  (Chap 1) 
Stage 2 – The Praying stage – the knees stage. (Chap 1-2)
Stage 3 – The Planning Stage – includes investigation. Chap 2) pics
Stage 4 - The Progress Stage – They build, they build… (Chap 3)
Stage 5 - The Perseverance Stage – obstacles and opposition  (Ch 4-6) 

Chapter 4 – Physical threats and opposition
Chapter 5 – Financial opposition
Chapter 6 – Personal attacks

Nehemiah 6:1 Now when Sanballat (governor of Samaria) and Tobiah (ammonite leader) and Geshem the Arab Geshem (Arab chief) and the rest of our enemies (this group is led by Sanballat out of jealously and pride - determined to stop it – they failed in chapter 3… they) heard that I had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), (nearly everything but the gate door – close but not yet) 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, (Nehemiah) saying, “Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” (Valley of Ono - meet me at Ono) But they intended to do me harm. (sounded like a trap – Nehemiah was no dummy) 

3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to you?” (I’m busy! – he says no to Ono) 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same manner. 5 In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his hand. 6 In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also says it, (“everyone's talking about it – lot’s of people are saying”) that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And according to these reports, you wish to become their king. 7 And you have also set up prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in Judah.’ And now the king will hear of these reports. (I am going to tell your boss) So now come and let us take counsel together.” 

They attacked his integrity and motives. This was the spreading of lies, slander, and rumors. You’re trying to rebel against the king, attack the region, and take control. 

I imagine Nehemiah felt anger. I am sacrificing my time and resources to serve this community, and you say…

8 Then I sent to him, saying, (notice he did not meet with him) “No such things as you say have been done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” (You’re crazy!) 9 For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done.” (This was another attempt to scare us into stopping – I love Nehemiah’s next words) But now, O God, strengthen my hands.  ** We need more prayers like that! More on this is a moment. 

They attacked his faith - (Conspiracy did not work - how about using God against him) 10 Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, (a priest/prophet) who was confined to his home, (he lived in a Temple residence) he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple. Let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night.” (supposed prophecy - sounds reasonable – maybe this is God protecting him) 

“God told me that they are coming to kill you tonight!
Hide in the temple with me!” A place he was not allowed to go. 

This time, they tried to play the God card.

Again, Nehemiah shows great discernment - 11 But I said, “Should such a man as I run away? (I’m no chicken - You might be a runner - not me) And what man such as I could go into the temple and live? I will not go in.” (I will honor God) 12 And I understood and saw that God had not sent him, but he had pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. (a false prophet, working for selfish gain) 13 For this purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in order to taunt me. (Trick to discredit him with others, you say you love God and are brave, but look at you! Then he prays - 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid. (God, it’s been hard - remember what they did – pay back according to your justice).

Dealing with personal attacks (Avoiding the Valley of Oh No!)
He dealt with the trickery of fake friendship, slander, and false religion.

1. I’m busy! 3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. 
He was not just busy – he was busy doing God’s work!

They were trying to divert and distract. But Neh stayed focused.
There will always be distractions that try to grab our attention from what matters – at home and in the kingdom. Many things and people will say, "Hey, come over here - hey, look over here - hey, do this!"

Attempts to get you sidetracked by things that sound good but are not of the LORD. Stay focused on God’s will. Get busy! 

2. You’re making things up! 8 Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done, for you are inventing them out of your own mind.” 


Neh refuted it and exposed their motives; you are a liar. 
Again, no major defense campaign and promotional blitz.
He was not silent; he refuted it and then went back to work.  

Notice his discernment - 9 For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done.” 

He had discernment. He was not deceived by outward fakery.

Know this: Whatever your position in Christian leadership, there will always be those who approach you with a smile but are planning a downfall behind your back. Be cautious of flattery and compliments – they are quick to rejoice at your failures.

Proverbs 27:6 - Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse (many - abundant) are the kisses of an enemy. (Meaning they are deceitful) 

Proverbs 29:5 A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet.

The enemy comes not only to deceive – but to distract and divide, which is why you need discernment. 

Discernment 101
· Know God’s word – know God’s perspective (that is true Spirit-led)
· Know God’s character – Know God’s personality. 
· Know the Gospel – know God’s provision.

Nehemiah says, "I’m not coming." I sense you are a fake, and I know what is at stake. I will keep my eyes on the mission.

Staying faithful to what God has called you to do means you have to deal with the enemy's voices and distractions.

3. God, give me strength! V9 – “O God, strengthen my hands.”
They’re trying to disgrace and stop us - God, give me strength! This is the best response – God, help to keep going! 

The lies of the enemy that are spread – Nehemiah’s response -  “I will not be paralyzed by fear” - God give me strength!

Just years earlier, when Zerubbabel faced opposition when rebuilding the temple – Zech 4:6 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts. (The work of rebuilding would only be accomplished by God’s Spirit and not by human might or power.) Nehemiah would have known this. 

Everything Nehemiah did was clothed in prayer.
Do you know how to do that? How long does it take for you to talk to God - is he a last resort or a first response?

You cannot lead real change if you’re worried about what other people think. Be prayed up, hold tight to God’s word, seek counsel if needed, and keep going. “O God, strengthen my hands”

Are you struggling with voices? Here is encouragement - 1 Cor 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. (temptation to quit) God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. God will give you strength when tempted to quit – call out to Him. 

4. I’m no chicken! 11 But I said, “Should such a man as I run away? 
Do I look like a runner? You might run. Not me. I will not run and hide! 

Shemaiah, the false prophet/priest, was trying to create fear… 
Neh - God is not weak, and I know who He is - and who I am in Him - and what I am called to do. I’m not afraid of them. 

Neh would have known - Deuteronomy 31:6 - Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.”

We are encouraged - 2 Tim 1:7 for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. (KJV – sound mind. lit. clarity and discipline)

I can’t help but think of - Luke 9:62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
The Cost of Following Jesus – it may get scary, but I will not stop! 

5. I will not compromise God’s word! 11 But I said… what man such as I could go into the temple and live? I will not go in.” 

The Word is clear (2 Chron 23:6) only priests were to enter the temple. Nehemiah was not a priest. He would not compromise. 

This time, they tried to play the God card with a so-called “man of God.” This was a triple threat setup: 1. Disgrace to run, 2. Possible ambush, 3. Direct rebellion and sin before God.  

People will try to say, “God told me…” or try to change your direction with a so-called prophecy. It is important that you are a praying person who is clear on what God called you to do. 

A “friend” of Nehemiah was tempting him to compromise his faith. 
He was trying to convince him – God will understand – come on in…  

But Neh – “I will not be pressured to sin, to hide, to compromise my faith or the word of God!” 

v14 Says Shemaiah was not the only false prophet (there were others) 
Even so-called Christians will try to get you to compromise. 

10 …“Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple. 
They knew how to use spiritual lingo.  

We will be tempted by the lies of the enemy to compromise.
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world.  How will you respond?

6. God, deal with the liars! 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.

He did not lash out – he released it to God. 
We are called to do the same today. 
Rom 12:19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ( Deut 32:35) “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”

God will and does repay the unrepentant – sometimes in this life – definitely in the next. 

Proverbs 26:24-28 - Whoever hates disguises himself with his lips and harbors deceit in his heart; when he speaks graciously, believe him not, for there are seven abominations in his heart; though his hatred be covered with deception, his wickedness will be exposed in the assembly. Whoever digs a pit (for another) will fall into it, and a stone will come back on him who starts it rolling. A lying tongue hates its victims, and a flattering mouth works ruin.

David dealt similarly and wrote – Psalm 5:8 Lead me, O Lord, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me.
9 For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue. 10 Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you.

Ch 4 - He dealt with physical threats.
Ch 5 - He dealt with financial struggles.
Ch 6 - He dealt with personal attacks and straight-out lies.
Ch 6 - He dealt with spiritual deception.
After all this - look what happened… 

Nehemiah 6:15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two days. (52 Days from start to finish – pics of wall – this was a miracle - 100 yrs of ruin repaired in 52 days - in your face!) 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, (humbled) for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of our God.

** The glory belongs to the LORD! God got the glory – Not Nehemiah.
The Wall Is Finished! Something only God could do! Do not attempt to take what belongs to God. He will not share it. 

Then two reminders from Nehemiah - 17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent many letters to Tobiah, (the co-conspirer) and Tobiah's letters came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also, they spoke of his good deeds in my presence (His accomplishments) and reported my words to him. (“You’ll never guess what Nehemiah did?”) And Tobiah sent letters to make me afraid. (sending letters to people in the city, trying to make Nehemiah anxious and afraid).

Even though the work was done and living in peace, 
“Team Tobiah” was dead set on stirring up strife and division.

** Nehemiah reminds us - that the spiritual battle is always greater than the material battle. 
Why did it take 100 years before someone did something? 
They knew the problem but did nothing about it.

The barriers were not the resources but the people's hearts. 
This is the power of a God-led leader. God used a humble servant to lead a revolution of change. The same God is calling for humble servants to change the world in Christ. 

** Nehemiah reminds us - Even after the work was done, there will be people who will try to discredit what God has done in you.

The critics kept coming, the intimidation kept coming - the detractors will never stop.

Interestingly, this is the last we hear of this situation. 
He did meet with them, respond to their letters, or write about it ever again - he ignored “The Tobiah’s.”

We won’t be able to silence every voice, but we can give it to the LORD
We see this again and again: He prayed, dealt with it best he could according to God’s word, and left it in the hands of God.

Jesus and Nehemiah: We have the Gospel

Nehemiah was offered by a false prophet an easy way out, using fear,
Jesus was tempted by Satan to walk away from the work of the cross with a phony promise of an easy way. 
Matt 4:1-11 All he had to do was bow to Satan. Like Nehemiah, Jesus rejected the so-called easy way with the word of God.

Nehemiah, in the face of accusers, boldly spoke the truth, kept working, and trusted God. 
Jesus, in the face of his accusers and slanderers, boldly spoke the truth and trusted in His Father in heaven. (John 15:18-25) 

Nehemiah dealt with lying friends, fake people, & betrayed by a friend
Jesus was slandered, betrayed by a lying friend and fake people, and was arrested. (Matt 26, Mark 14, Luke 22, John 13-18)

Nehemiah, when slandered and plotted against, didn’t defend himself.
Jesus was slandered in the trials and on the cross – but he did not seek to destroy them or defend himself. (Matt 27) 

Nehemiah was called out to, “Come down to the plain of Ono,”
Jesus was called to, “Come down from the cross.” But Jesus never once gave up his walk to and work of the cross.

The greatest work of all (our salvation) could not be stopped. 

Nehemiah faithfully and humbly completed his mission by God’s hand.  
Jesus faithfully and humbly completed his mission by his death and resurrection. 

Hebrews 12:2 - looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Nehemiah, even after the work was done, had to deal with critics & liars
Jesus’ work is done, but the opposition, opponents, and critics still attack His life and the empty tomb to this day.

The greatest Valley of Oh No – is Hell.
There is only one way to avoid that valley – Jesus. 
