Rebuild - wk 7 – Getting the House in Order
Rebuilding our lives after chaos, failure, and trials, and when God has placed something on your heart, Nehemiah tells us how to walk it out. 

Found near the middle of OT, it is actually the last event. 
Chart – Group 3 – Neh. (15 yrs after Ezra). Their safety. 

What followed were the steps that rebuilt the walls:

Stage 1 - The Passion stage – The heart stage.  (Chap 1) 
Stage 2 - The Praying stage – the knees stage. (Chap 1-2)
Stage 3 - The Planning Stage – includes investigation. Chap 2) pics
Stage 4 - The Progress Stage – They build, they build… (Chap 3)
Stage 5 - The Perseverance Stage – obstacles and opposition  (Ch 4-6)

Stage 6 - The Priority Stage - establishing the Word in their lives (7-9) 

Now, a new phase of the story. The wall is completed in the face of trials and opposition, but there is work to still be done.

Kingdom Ministry Principles: 

Nehemiah 7:1 Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, (the structure) and the gatekeepers, (the greeters and security) the singers, (worship leaders) and the Levites had been appointed, (the ministers) 

After the walls were in place, worship was established. 

** In the Kingdom, every challenge and victory is meant to take us to deeper places of worship. 

Worship was restored as soon as the walls were done.
They were to guard their gates and their hearts before God. 

It was not about accomplishments (look what we did); this was about growing closer to God and displaying His glory.
True restoration is impossible without first restoring worship.

That is the goal of everything God allows us to go through and accomplish.

7:2 I gave my brother Hanani (2:1 - who first told Nehemiah about the walls) and Hananiah the governor of the castle charge over Jerusalem, for he was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many. 

Neh was not doing this for power, position, possessions, or resume.  He was not building the kingdom of Nehemiah.

** In the Kingdom, God greatly uses those who are faithful and God-fearing
God is not necessarily looking for the most talented & gifted, but for those who are faithful and fear God. (I do too). Explain.
Interestingly, there are many talented and gifted unfaithful and godless people leading godless churches.

7:3 And I said to them, “Let not the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot. (middle of the day) And while they are still standing guard, let them shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, some at their guard posts and some in front of their own homes.” (the security protectors – the work was just beginning) 

** In the Kingdom, ministry work is not just mysteriously accomplished 

The work and walls did not protect themselves – the wall was just a tool - not the goal.
The walls were not Jerusalem, the people were. 

Ephesians 4:15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.

Much like a building is just a tool – this building is not the church – you are. And it takes people to make it function. 
That is why we ask for volunteers and staff – this building doesn’t do ministry – people do and are needed. We need you.

7:4 The city was wide and large, but the people within it were few, and no houses had been rebuilt. (The Temple and the city walls were complete, but the community was still very disorganized and empty. This was just the beginning – they had to be ready for people to come.) 5 Then my God put it into my heart to assemble the nobles and the officials and the people to be enrolled by genealogy. (take an orderly census by family – it was an important and vital thing – God got the credit) And I found the book of the genealogy of those who came up at the first, and I found written in it:

Let’s see who is here before we start calling others to come. Just like when he surveyed the walls, he got a clear idea of the current situation. This same list is found in Ezra 2. 

** In the Kingdom, walking in faith is a daily step 

In reality, only a small number returned (2%); most stayed back. But they had a call from God and risked everything to come back. 

It had been 70 yrs; they only knew what their parents and grandparents told them - they were pioneers.

2 Cor 5:7 - For we walk by faith, not by sight.  /  Heb 10:38 - But my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.”

Knowing God's strength gives us the courage to step out in faith.
Learning to walk in trust and faith in God is important kingdom work. When we don’t see or know what will happen – we step.  
THE COUNT: 7:5b And I found the book of the genealogy of those who came up at the first, and I found written in it: 6 These were the people of the province who came up out of the captivity of those exiles whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried into exile. They returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his town. 7 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah.

7b The number of the men of the people of Israel: the sons… (8-36): 25,406
39 The priests: 4289.  /  43 The Levites: 74.  /  44 The singers: 148.
45 The gatekeepers: 138.  /  46 The temple servants… 392.

61-65 Miscellaneous people who could not prove their fathers… 12,501
66 The whole assembly together was 42,360… (w/out wives and daughters) 

67 besides (not including) their male and female servants… 7,337. And they had 245 singers, male and female. (those who worked and lived among the Hebrews but were not of Israel, and the servants' singers)  

A total population of = 49,942
Possibly up to 200,000 people (with wives and daughters).
This assured legal land rights and property disbursement. 

** In the Kingdom, every person is important – everyone counts. 

Nehemiah did not just see a crowd; he saw individual people. Specific names and family size were important.  

From different backgrounds and callings. This was a city – and yet they were family. Each is important to God!

Church should be the same – people who wander in and out of churches are missing the point: every person matters; you matter. Pastors should strive to know their people.

1 Peter 5:2 (to elders/pastors) shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. (John 10:27 – I know my sheep. And so should be as best we can.)

** In the Kingdom, we are all worshippers – everyone is included.
We will see this even more in the next chapter – a revival takes place.  

We are not only a community created to worship but created to worship together! All of them - all of us! 

Psalm 95:1 Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

Rewind – a group that did not fit in… yet - 7:61 The following were those who came up from Tel-melah, Tel-harsha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer, but they could not prove their fathers' houses nor their descent, whether they belonged to Israel… (a total of 12,501 people) 

They came with the return groups from Babylon, but there was no way to prove if they were Babylonians, Persians, or actually Israel.  No one could vouch for them… 

63 Also, of the priests… (among them were some “so-called priest” ministers) 64 These sought their registration among those enrolled in the genealogies, but it was not found there, (Their family names did not show up. What did they do with them?) so they were excluded from the priesthood as unclean. 

** In the Kingdom, we must be led by the Word, not the world or feelings
Remember – the priesthood is not to be taken lightly, and it had specific requirements from God – Nehemiah held tight not to feelings but to the Word of God. 

There is a lot of compromise in the church today with this – people leading churches that should not be in ministry. 

Neh could have thought, “Well, you’re a decent person, and seem to do a lot of good, or you have been here for a while… I guess it’s okay,” but they may not be truly the Lord’s. 

How would we know? (not feelings, a voice, or experience) The Word of God. I think of cover-up churches, so-called liberal and progressive “pastors.” They seem talented, have experience, are good speakers, and dress like a minister - but they do not follow the Word of God. 

James 3:1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.

Yes, God uses all kinds of people – but he has a standard for leaders that is not to be compromised - it is too critical.

(What happened to them? the no proof priests were told) 7:65 The governor told them that they were not to partake of the most holy food until a priest with Urim and Thummim should arise. 
OT method of knowing God’s direction. Urim and Thummim lit mean light and truth (perfection). Believed to be gemstones used by priests, it is unclear how they were used. Point is…

** In the Kingdom, before one is placed in leadership, they should be tested
This protects the purity of worship to God and models submission to God’s timing. They had to be patient. 
We now have and use the Word of God to do this. 

Paul similarly reminds us: 1 Timothy 5:22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, nor take part in the sins of others; keep yourself pure.

I think of 1 Tim 3:1-12, Titus 1:5-11 - Paul gave qualifications for elders, pastors, and deacons - not suggestions - But to be taken seriously.  

1 Timothy 3:1-5 – (gives requirements/testing for pastors) The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church? (Adding) 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. (Paul goes on to give requirements for ministry leaders (deacons).

Character testing: helps to protect the church from unfit leaders

Galatians 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.

Biblical testing: helps to protect against false teachers and guard the gospel’s integrity.

Keep in mind - Those families had to wait who knows how long. And even with that, they might still be excluded.

Then offerings were brought: 7:68 Their horses were 736, their mules 245, 69 their camels 435, and their donkeys 6,720. (livestock) 70 Now some of the heads of fathers' houses gave to the work. The governor gave to the treasury 1,000 darics of gold, 50 basins, 30 priests' garments, and 500 minas of silver. 71 And some of the heads of fathers' houses gave into the treasury of the work 20,000 darics of gold and 2,200 minas of silver. 72 And what the rest of the people gave was 20,000 darics of gold, 2,000 minas of silver, and 67 priests' garments. (gold, silver, pots, and clothing – everyone was involved) 

** In the Kingdom, provision is an equal sacrifice, not an equal amount
They understood they had a significant role in meeting the needs of the community & temple. Generosity is a group effort.

1 Cor 16:1 – First of the week each person gives equally from what they have earned… (to meet the needs of the body of Christ). 

Acts 11:29 – Each disciple gives equally according to their ability… (to meet the needs of the church) 

Again in 2 Cor 8, 9, Gal 6, 1 Tim 5, 6, Phil 4, Prov 3
They gave generously without compulsion as an act of worship to God – equally.  

Likewise, today we see in the OT and NT – the principle of shared equal giving and generosity to accomplish kingdom work. WHY? Because resources placed in God’s hands multiply kingdom impact.

(last one) 7:73 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the temple servants, and all Israel, lived in their towns. (restoration of their inheritance by God) And when the seventh month had come, (month of important worship feasts: Feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement, and Feast of Tabernacles) (and) the people of Israel were in their towns. (They rested in the provision of God.)

** In the Kingdom, it is always about people, not structures. 
The call of Nehemiah was to restore the community and families and establish faithful worship of God.
To live, eat, and worship The LORD God in peace.

Again, the goal was never about building a wall but building a spiritual community. In the process, they learned to work hard, work together, persevere through adversity, and serve one another. 

** God gives us the same work to us.

In all the details, names, and numbers, Neh. 7 marks the completion of a physical & spiritual homecoming!  We see Jesus and Nehemiah: 

*Nehemiah, led by God, made an effort to know every family and name. 
Jesus knows and calls you by name and has come to reinstate His family and spiritual community. (John 10:3, 14:3, 1:12-13, Rom 8:16-19)

*Nehemiah shepherds the people by providing security and appointing faithful leaders (v. 1-3). Jesus, likewise, is the perfect and great shepherd who cares for us, secures our salvation, and appoints faithful leaders to lead us to greater places of growth. (John 10:11-42, Heb 13:20, 1 Pet 2:25) 

*Every mention of the temple, priests, and sacrifices all points to the perfect temple, priest, and sacrifice, Jesus. 

*The names point to Messianic preservation - This is the final group of people that God preserves and safeguards to bring forth the Messiah,  Jesus.

May we, like Nehemiah, work together to build the kingdom of God filled with kingdom people!

Prayer: Are you a kingdom kid of God?
