Rebuild - wk 10 – A Not So Happy Ending
Rebuilding our lives after chaos, failure, and trials, and when God has placed something on your heart, Nehemiah tells us how to walk it out. 
  
Found near the middle of OT, it is actually the last event. 
1000 years after Moses – 400 years before Jesus. Chart.

Nehemiah heard from his bother the condition of the walls – Nehemiah 1:3 And they said to me, “The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.” (dangerous, unsafe, and vulnerable)  4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

Stage 1 - The Passion stage – The heart stage.  (Chap 1) 
Stage 2 - The Praying stage – the knees stage. (Chap 1-2)
Stage 3 - The Planning Stage – includes investigation. Chap 2) pics
Stage 4 - The Progress Stage – They build, they build… (Chap 3)
Stage 5 - The Perseverance Stage – obstacles and opposition (Ch 4-6)

Nehemiah faces division, but with a clear God-inspired mission / Holy Spirit determination / and everyone working together... they did it. They completed the wall and gates.  

Stage 6 - The Priority Stage – they established the Word (Ch 7)
Stage 7 - The Presence stage - God powerfully moves in their life (8-9) 

They were reading the word of God (people The Book) and seeking the LORD, and it happened: true revival.

Nehemiah 12 – they dedicated the wall to the LORD and celebrated,
Today the final sermon on Nehemiah. This chapter is a tragic end to a great story. No “happily ever after,” - but with hope. 

Nehemiah 13:1 On that day (the day of dedication) they read from the Book of Moses in the hearing of the people. And in it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God, 2 for they did not meet the people of Israel with bread and water but hired Balaam (talking donkey guy) against them to curse them - yet our God turned the curse into a blessing. (just like God – Num 22-24 – BY God’s control, he ended up blessing them) 3 As soon as the people heard the law, they separated from Israel all those of foreign descent. (this took place over months – a consecration)

Listen, God is more than able to turn any curse into a blessing. Your past, your current situation, and what was meant for evil. 


(expect one family) 4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house of our God, (the temple landlord) and who was related to Tobiah, (the Ammonite co-conspirator against Nehemiah and against the LORD – Tobey’s son married a priests daughter, Neh 6:18) 5 (they) prepared for Tobiah a large chamber (what!!) where they had previously put the grain offering, the frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil, which were given by commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. (cleaned out a large room for him) 

They got rid of the most idol worshipers, but not all. Tobiah is treated like royalty. Not only that, they housed him in the temple and used temple resources. Moving supplies and kicking out other priests.  Where is Nehemiah? Good question.

Nehemiah returns to Persia - 6 While this was taking place, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes king of Babylon I went to the king. (he returned and gave full report. Nehemiah had not idea…) And after some time, (10-12 years) I asked leave of the king 7 and came to Jerusalem… 

It is thought that Malachi was written sometime before Ezra or between Nehemiah 13:5 and 7. Malachi address the very same issues that Nehemiah hears and addresses. Malachi 1:10 – Shut the doors, go home. Don’t light your useless fires for my altar!)  

When Nehemiah gets there, he is furious. Four Major Areas of Neglect that we still struggle with today.

Nehemiah returns to Jerusalem - Neh 13:6b And after some time, I asked leave of the king 7 and came to Jerusalem, and I then discovered the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, preparing for him a chamber in the courts of the house of God. (the very temple) 8 And I was very angry, and I threw all the household furniture of Tobiah out of the chamber. (kicked him to the curb and threw his stuff on the lawn) 9 Then I gave orders, and they cleansed the chambers, and I brought back there the vessels of the house of God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

*** Neglecting obedience to God's Word – with compromise
13:1 God's clearly told them to not allow Ammonites in their community, they were abusive people and enemies of God. God's word was clear, yet they let let Tobiah stay and gave him a special place in their life.  

They did some of it, but not all of it. And, not only that propped him up and protected him (harbored him). Nehemiah kicks him out – God’s Word will not host compromise! 

The pull of the world to compromise never lets up. We do the same - God would understand - I can make a little money - we're getting married anyway - kids don't need to know. 
You need to kick that sin to the curb! Time to get it out! 

(2nd area) Neh 13:10 I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given to them, so that the Levites and the singers, who did the work, had fled each to his field. (they were not getting taken care of and unable to serve the LORD’s house) 11 So I confronted the officials and said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?” (They made a vow in Neh 9 to not neglect the house of God. Yet it did not take long.) And I gathered them together and set them in their stations. (He called them back in and put things back in order) 12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. 13 And I appointed as treasurers over the storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of the Levites, and as their assistant Hanan the son of Zaccur, son of Mattaniah, for they were considered reliable, (that’s important) and their duty was to distribute to their brothers.

*** Neglecting the ministry of the LORD
13:10-12 – the Levites were not being taken care of and having to work the fields (which they were not to do) and the people were not giving to the Lord’s work. Nehemiah rebuked them and corrected it.

They did not care for their spiritual leaders and the needs of the temple. Mal 3 - They were lazy and selfish about it. 
Nehemiah rebuked them set in treasures to make sure of it.

We still see this attitude today. They will figure it out. God will take care of them. It will just get done. 

Financial faithfulness enables continuous ministry. 
God, help us understand our part in building the kingdom of God through your church.

First of four prayers 1) A Prayer of Faithfulness
14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the house of my God and for his service. (LORD – may all the work and changes not be in vain – be faithful to what You started) 

Third area of neglect – Neh 13:15 In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on the Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of loads, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. And I warned them on the day when they sold food. 16 Tyrians (Gentiles) also, who lived in the city, brought in fish and all kinds of goods and sold them on the Sabbath to the people of Judah, in Jerusalem itself! (They made a vow in Neh 9 – to not neglect do this.) 

(Nehemiah is furious) 17 Then I confronted the nobles of Judah (wealthy Jewish business owners) and said to them, “What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath day? 18 Did not your fathers act in this way, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Now you are bringing more wrath on Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” (You know what happens when you dishonor the LORD! You were just crying out in repentance months ago! Have you not learned your lesson?) 19 As soon as it began to grow dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I commanded that the doors (of the city) should be shut and gave orders that they should not be opened until after the Sabbath. And I stationed some of my servants at the gates, that no load might be brought in on the Sabbath day. 

If those outside the city want to disobey the LORD – that is up top them. But this city is not to participate – they are set apart!

20 Then the merchants and sellers of all kinds of wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 But I warned them and said to them, “Why do you lodge outside the wall? If you do so again, I will lay hands on you.” (Whew! That is awesome! That’s Bible!) From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath. (those that lie in wait to prey on weak people and motivated by selfish gain, get lost) 22 Then I commanded the Levites (the ministers) that they should purify themselves and come and guard the gates, to keep the Sabbath day holy. (He restored the Sabbath – importance of rest, restoration, and worship) 

*** Neglecting the honoring of God over your work
Neglecting our personal walk with God to make more money. 
13:15-122– neglecting the LORD’s day to make money. Neh rebuked them and shut down shops in the city on the Sabbath. It must be protected. 

Our commitment to growing daily and meeting together weekly - we cannot let work and other activities take priority. 

Sadly, church has become an option to many - the gathering of followers of Christ was never an option in the NT!

Nehemiah shut the doors to the city on the Sabbath, to keep the markets out. He stationed men at the gates to put a stop to it.  * Some of you need to set things in order in your home in this area. 

v22 Neh commands the Levites (the ministers) to guard the gates. (this is a role of good pastors – protect the gates = meaning protect the people)

That is a reason why God gives pastors - to protect you. Don't get mad when I tell you, you need to be in church, I am just trying to guard your gate. Your spiritual health is to be protected.

Second of four prayers 2) A Prayer of Mercy
22b Remember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your steadfast love.

(fourth area of neglect – all are areas they vowed to uphold last week) 23 In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 24 And half of their children spoke the language of Ashdod, and they could not speak the language of Judah, but only the language of each people. (Nehemiah was furious – they don’t even know their own language!!!) 

Why this was important: marrying people who follow false gods and bringing idol worship into their families and the community. Using Deut 23:3-6 - was not about race, but faith. 

25 And I confronted them and cursed them and beat some of them and pulled out their hair. (He was on fire!) And I made them take an oath in the name of God, saying, “You shall not give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. (his most aggressive response. Do you not see what this is doing to your kids and future generations?)

26 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin on account of such women? Among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was beloved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women made even him to sin. (in all his wisdom – this was his downfall) 27 Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?” (Have you not learned your lesson?) 28 And one of the sons of Jehoiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was the son-in-law of Sanballat the Horonite. (the enemy of God and conspirator against Nehemiah from day one) Therefore, I chased him from me. (kicked him out of the city)

*** Neglecting the spiritual care of your family 
13:23-28 - they were neglecting the LORD in their families & marriages. Marrying outside the LORD. (v26) Solomon, even the wise can be foolish and irresponsible in this area.

Many think - my kids will figure it out - my marriage can ride this out - my wife will forgive me, again - my husband will understand if I don't. Love is love… no it’s not. 

Single person: protect your love life. Dad & Mom, engage in their friendships. Maybe it’s time to drive some wolves away.

Third of four prayers 3) Prayer of justice
29 Remember them, O my God, because they have desecrated the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. (judgment) 

He ends with this: Neh 13:30 Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, (set them apart for God purpose – they were to be a city on a hill) and I established the duties of the priests and Levites, each in his work; (The worship of the LORD was not to be neglected) 31 and I provided for the wood offering at appointed times, (the sacrifices were to be continually provided for) and for the firstfruits. (reestablished generous giving to the LORD’s work)

LORD, I did my best. All I can do is honor you.

Fourth of four prayers 4) Prayer for blessing
31b Remember me, O my God, for good. (may this work not be in vain!)

This is the end of the OT narrative. It was not in vain, for 400 yrs later, Jesus is born from the tribe of Judah.

Pics looking back: The City of David / Solomon / Hezekiah (destroyed) / Nehemiah / Herod (the time of Jesus) Eventually in God’s judgment, the city was destroyed again in AD 70. The Temple no longer needed. 

Because Nehemiah went back, many of his gates and walls still stand today – Pics. Today the Eastern Gate (Shepherds gate, golden gate) – Pics. Sealed by the ottoman empire in 1541 and Muslim cemetery in front to “stop the Messiah.” 

Some final thoughts from Nehemiah

· Our greatest achievements are to bring glory and honor to God
Everything we do is to point to the LORD and his goodness. 

Neh four prayers: LORD in the trials and blessings you are faithful, merciful, just, and good. - This was all by you and for you. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 - So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
It is not about a job, degree, trophy, or achievement… but to the praise of Jesus, for the Glory of God the Father. 

· Spiritual revival and daily transformation do not have autopilot
They neglected the very things they swore they would never do.

People are the same today whether 400 BC or 2026, we easily drift over time - even leadership. 

Nehemiah challenges us - be people of passion & compassion, be wise in the management of our lives, live and walk with integrity and conviction, be persistent and a person of prayer.

Growth must be intentional – it is not automatic. 
Ultimately their revivalism eventually became legalism, they continued to gather but drifted from the Word of God.

· People will always need spiritual accountability (no lone rangers)
If we can learn anything from this chapter – we need godly people to confront us and lead us know the Lord better. To help us when we fail.

Neh. did not give up on them; he confronted and restored. Every decision was based on the Word of God. 

· We are called to be separate and differ 
The wall kept them separate and different from the others. They were to speak, live, act, and operate life differently. Putting the LORD first in all things. We are called to do the same. 

2 Cor 6:14-17 - We are not to plow the fields of our life with those who are pulling us in a different direction. “Be separate from them.”
2 Peter 3:15-17 - they pull us away and cause us to lose our stability.

Isiah 52:11, Rev 18:4, 1 Peter 1:15-16, Lev 11:44-45, 1 John 2:15-17, Eph 5:11, 1 Cor 5:9-11, 1 Peter 2:9, James 4:4, Rom 12:1-2, 1 Thess 4:7.

· The church is to be a city – with gates 
The walls keep the community together, unified, sperate and different - but there were 12 gates, that were an opportunities for others to enter.

The work of God in Nehemiah and Ezra was never about walls but about people, restoring lives! A place of safety, of healing, provision, and a place to find the LORD! And most importantly, the promised Messiah!

Jesus says we are that new community - Ekklesia (Mt 5:14 – “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.) We as a community are to be a place of healing, provision, and a place to find the LORD.

Isaiah 55:1 - Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters…
Matthew 11:28 - Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest… you will find rest for your souls.  (Luke 14:23) 

· Jesus is the only Savior. 
Not Moses, Joshua, the Judges, the kings, and prophets, not Ezra or Nehemiah. It’s not in the law or sacrifices – but in faith in Jesus.
It’s not in a spouse, kids pastor, preacher, podcaster, or author. 

The rules and vows to be a better person, cannot stop sin. Only in the work of God’s grace by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ – can we be free. 

We fail again and again in the same areas of neglect, but thanks be to the LORD we find grace and mercy in Jesus.

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, (God in the flesh) he condemned sin in the flesh, (crucified) 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

The very gates and walls Nehemiah built, were the very walls and gates 400 years Jesus entered, visited, the very city taught in, did miracles in, and was sentences to death in.

The city was fortified and survived so that Jesus would fulfill all the prophecies of his coming to the city of David.

Next week Palm Sunday – the last week of Jesus enters the Golden Gate (also known as the Gate of Mercy or Eastern Gate) tothe cross.


· What have you been neglecting? 
· Where do you need accountability?

· The gate is open today – come to the LORD! He is the gate. 


