Rebuild - wk 8 – People of the Book 
Rebuilding our lives after chaos, failure, and trials.

Found near the middle of OT, it is actually the last event. 
Chart – Group 3 – Nehemiah came 15 yrs after Ezra.

When Nehemiah is taught on the focus is mostly the wall and usually highlighting leadership principles. But it is much more than that. The goal was never about a wall or city – it was about the people and their walk with God.

Last wk: The wall is completed – now time to get the house in order; setting in leaders and priests. Establishing the community and community worship to the LORD. 

Neh 7 – they prioritize the honoring and seeking of God. Then it happened – revival. What is revival? We will see that it is not lengthy prayer services. Lit. = To make alive, again. Personal revival spreads.

DAY ONE: Nehemiah 8:1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel.

Who is Ezra? (same guy as the book) Jewish priest, scribe, and reformer. Led the second group back to Jerusalem.

(Pic) He often called the “second Moses” and the “Father of Judaism.” He is credited with gathering, restoring, organizing and finalizing the Torah (the Law) and Tanakh (the OT). 
 
Originally in Paleo-Hebrew, he rewrote the scriptures in an Assyrian Imperial Aramaic hybrid. What he wrote is now considered the modern Hebrew alphabet / the Holy script. 

He is a very important person. The OT and copies we have today are because of his work. Thus, the “Second Moses”

Nehemiah 8:1 And all the people gathered as one man (in unity) into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. (A scroll he scribed) 

True revival begins with the work of the Holy Spirit - a drawing of God, 
It is not something that is forced, persuaded, or argued.

Neh 2 - Neh gathered the people, now they gathered the leaders – they wanted to know God for themselves. God was moving…

They were hungry for the Word of God! The Spirit of God was at work in them to come, drawing them to know the LORD.

John 6:44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 
64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”

That friend that asks questions, comes to church, ask about the Bible… those are the seeds of revival – God is working.

Neh 8:2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. (fall time) 3 And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, (6-ish hours - they were hungry) in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand. (everyone; men, women, and children) And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. (they were hungry for the Word of God) 

True revival is fueled by the Word of God! Like gasoline on a small fire. 
Revival without the Word of God is impossible; spoken or read. 

** Every move of God in Acts began with the Word of God preached. 

Revival is fed by a deep HS desire to know what God says?
Interestingly, in the garden the first temptation was to question God’s word. “Did God really say…?” And Jesus response to temptation in the wilderness was, “it is written…”

It is the vehicle of the power of God to save us. 

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

It is the very breath of God – the Spirit of God speaking to us.
And, empowered by the Holy Spirit to change us

2 Timothy 3:15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture (the Prophets and Apostles) is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work. (it corrects and changed me) 

4 Helpful tips for life and my opinions do not have that power.  
My words are not alive unless it is from the Word of God. 

2 Cor 15:1-5 – The Word reveal God’s salvation…
1 Peter 1:23 – we are born again through the Word of God… 
Romans 12 / Eph 5 - The transformed and mentally washed by the Word of God.

It cuts deep and pieces the soul - it goes where no one else can.
Hebrews 4:12 For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

I am so sick of hearing people say, “well you worship the Bible not God.” No, I worship the LORD God Almighty as revealed in the Word of God. That’s how we know him!
We can sense the Spirit of God in our heart (but how do we know for sure?) We can hear what we think is God. (How do you know?) We shape opinions and ideas. (How do we know they are right?) The WORD of GOD.

Understand this: The Word of God is power - for the believer (in Jesus)

1 Cor 1:18 - For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

2 Cor 4:4 … the lost are blind to the truth… 
Rom 8:7-8 …the mind of the flesh is hostile to the God.

1 Cor 2:14 - The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.

John 8:47 - Whoever belongs to God hears the words of God. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”

For those God is working in, the word is working in them. But for many, unless the Lord intervenes, the Word is foolish.

*** Worship did not transform them, serving others did not, loving others did not, even prayer did not transform them (even lost people can sincerely do them). They give experiences and “feels,” (can be vehicles) but the Word brought personal revival. 

You want revival in your family / life? You want real change? You want freedom from habits, addictions, depression, anxiety, and negativity– Read and obey the Word of God.

BTW Neh 8 establishes synagogue/church (Ekklesia) service traditions 

· In the Morning they gathered together as families to worship God.
· Their walk with God was not a solo venture. 

· Collectively they come with hears open and attentive to learn.

· One man stands up w/ expository presentation of the Word of God.
· Continued in the synagogues and the NT church.
· This is a clear presentation of the Word of God! 

· AND, we will see, they respond with humility and application.
· They came ready to receive it – and were transformed.
· What are you expecting?

Nehemiah then gives a more detailed description - Neh 8:4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. (a stage in front so people could see and hear) And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. (fellow ministers, prophets, and leaders) 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, (on a platform) and as he opened it all the people stood. (That’s the reading) 

6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. (raising hands and bowing to the LORD – illustrate. They worshiped the LORD! God you are mighty!!!) 

7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. (They had break out for classes and instruction with other leaders to help them understand.) 

True revival is nourished by discipleship.
They wanted more of God’s word! They stayed to listen and learn and came back for more. True revival needs solid teaching and instruction.

We are not to just read it – but seek to understand it, using solid qualified leaders. 

There comes a moment when the production that pulls interest is not enough for a growing believer – they want the Word of God. 

I think of persecuted churches in nations with little access to the Bible, they gather in secret for hours, hungry to hear and learn God’s word. In America, many are comfortable and lazy and wonder why they are not seeing revival in their life.   

Revival is not fed with emotions, lights, lasers, and minor chord progressions, and long prayers, but in understanding God’s word. 

Immature and Biblically illiterate “revivals” produces cults, false teachers, and emotionally driven people. Often the fruit is not lasting because it was not from God to begin with or it was not nourished with mature discipleship.

V 8:8 – This is our responsibility – read it and explaining - giving the meaning - so people understand. We are to preach and teach the word.

The response: 9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people, said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. 

As the Word sinks in they are broken and humbled. As they hear of the holiness & character of God, they’re overcome with conviction.

True revival produces brokenness and humility before God!
It was not a song or altar call that did. It was the piercing truth of God’s word that broke them. 

They were not emotionally manipulated or seeking God for a blessing or a get out of hell card – but there was a deep realization of their need for grace before the almighty God.
8:10 Then he (Ezra) said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, (enjoy His goodness) for this day is holy to our LORD. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” (Their sorrow turned to laughter! – but they were encouraged, “This is a day of celebration!!!” Look what God has done!)  

True revival leads to authentic joy of the LORD!
We need to have grief and brokenness over our sin – but we are not to stay there! God forgives, redeems and restores! 
Their grief turned to joy! The joy of our salvation. 

Psalm 51 – David song of repentance for his sin. He cries for mercy with tears then says – v12 - Restore to me the joy of your salvation. (Joy follows…) 


Hard to start revival with a bunch of sour faced bitter and sad people. You have something in Jesus to be joyful about! 

In Jesus we have joy – John 15:11 - These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

Psalms 16:11 - You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand (Jesus) are pleasures forevermore.

** This is word for someone today - v10 “Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength”

8:10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, (enjoy what God is doing and share the blessing with others – evangelism) for this day is holy to our LORD. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions (sharing the blessing) and to make great rejoicing, (proclaim God’s goodness, the good news – why?) because they had understood the words that were declared to them. (they share - because they understood the word of God!)

True revival has the fruit of evangelism 
The fruit of a true move of God is the sharing of the good news. It is not naval gazing, personal reflection, special blessing and emotions.

It is this – “Have you heard? This good news is for you too!”

Like them: The kingdom of God is open - God is sending us and calling us to invite the exiled - to come to the city - the community of Christ!

In reference to the kingdom, Jesus says - Luke 14:23 - "Then the master told his servant, 'Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. (Matt 11:28, Jer 31:25, John 7:37, 1 Peter 5:7)

I think of people who get emotional at a service (weep / cry out to God) then go out to eat and back to work, like nothing happened.

Or those that weep at the reality of God’s holiness and judgment and for those who do not know of Jesus and still do nothing. You weep for them – but do you share the blessing with them? God’s provision of salvation and blessing are not just for us!

Look what God has done! This can be yours too!
You want to see revival in your life? Tell others the good news.

Day 1: Corporate worship, celebrations, and Bible studies., and sharing the good news of the LORD God. Day 2, the revival continues…

DAY TWO: Neh 8:13 On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, (the heads of families) with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. (this time just the men of the house came to study the Word of God – a men’s Bible study. FYI - This Sat)

True revival influences your personal life and family 
You want to see revival in your home – men, get serious about the word of God in your life! Women – do the same. 

This does not mean everyone in your house will be/get saved (though they might) it means, it affects your personal life. 

I would say it if it does not affect your Monday, your marriage, your children, and your friendship circle, it’s not true revival.

This is your responsibility as a parent – (NIV) 13 …the heads of all the families… gathered… to give attention to the words of the Law.

Pastor Dad - are you reading and instructing your family? That's part of your mission. A healthy family reads and study's God's word together - they seek God together.

8:14 And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, (Lev 23, Deut 16) 15 and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them (the decorative branches) and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. (houses, towns, and city is decorated) 17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing.

Feast of booths / tabernacles (sukkot): Final festival of the year. A weeklong fall event celebrating of God’s provision and protection. Remembering the 40-year wandering in Exodus. They construct and stay in huts recalling the shelters used in the wilderness. 

18 And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he (Ezra) read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. (They camped out for 7 days and listen to God's word together - 8th day was to be a big celebration.)

Upon study, they saw read the command and instead of waiting for the next month or year, or next holiday – they immediately started implementing the word of God.

True revival changes your lifestyle and habits 
It is more than emotional experiences, conferences, and services. The result is a changed life and lifestyle. God, I want to obey your word and follow your commands and precepts.


James 1:22 says, “be doers of the word, and not hearers only”

The reading of the Word of God was not just a weekend or holiday event it was “day by day, from the first day to the last day.”

For them it was a daily change to grow and know God. 
Shaping their path, direction, decisions, and choices. 

This was not about “getting back in church.” They did not just show up - listen – take a nap - and go back to normal and check their church box.

They listened, asked question, read it, sought to understood, and applied it - that is what it means to be a person of the Book.

Some struggle as to why this “Jesus’ thing” is not working – well, are you a person of the Book. Do you hear it, and do it? Is it changing you by the Spirit of God? 

At the end of the day this is how you know it was a true revival in your life – there is lasting change. You’re never the same again.

May we be people of The Book – and see revival in our lives.

Nehemiah and Jesus

The Word was proclaimed at the Water gate and that initiated spiritual revival - Jesus the word is the Living Water bringing cleansing life and renewal to all who will hear the Word.

Interestingly – of the all the gates repairs, the Water Gate is never mentioned, representing that the perfect word of God. 

As Ezra was lifted up on a wooden platform and proclaimed the Word of God – Jesus the Word of God made flesh, was lifted up on a wooden cross to proclaim salvation of God. 

Like the feasts of Booths - Jesus is our shelter, protection, and provision – in the wilderness of sin  

Jesus attended the feasts of Booths ending it with an invitation 
John 7:37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 

This is your invitation today.
















