Rebuild - wk 9 – It’s You, Oh God
Rebuilding our lives after chaos, failure, and trials, and when God has placed something on your heart, Nehemiah tells us how to walk it out. 
  
Found near the middle of OT, it is actually the last event. 
1000 years after Moses – 400 years before Jesus. Chart

Cha 1-6 – building the walls during opposition and trials. 
Cha 7 - The walls were finished, and they began to seek God’s will.  

This was never about walls or buildings, but about people, about restoring lives! A place of safety, of healing, provision - a place to find God!

Cha 8-9 - They were seeking the Lord and reading the word of God, and it happened: a revival.

By the HS, the Word of God begins to transform them as they are humbled before God, celebrate God’s faithfulness, and share the good news with others. True revival in their lives breaks out. 

They were transformed in their spirit, understanding, desires, habits, and families. But God was not done. Today, a lot of reading.

Nehemiah 9:1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month (three weeks after ch.8) the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. (humbled, explain – our sin is so obvious our normal comforts are worthless - God was still working in their lives) 2 And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. 3 And they stood up in their place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; (As people of the Book, they were hungry for God) for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their God. (The word of God pierced their heart - our only right response is, God help us)

When confronted with God's word - and the Holy Spirit moves - the only thing that can follow - is confession of sin – a broken spirit. 

***** Repentance grows as faith grows. 

All great moves of God involve confession of sin. We see that this was both a solo and a group event. Corporate repentance. 

Confession begins with you - but a community that does it - sees God's mighty work in their life together (2 Chron 7:14)

As we will see, real confession is based on the character and nature of God, not the regret of getting caught.

9:4 On the stairs of the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani; and they cried with a loud voice to the LORD their God. (the leaders call to worship) 5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, 

What follows is the longest recorded prayer in the Bible. They pray the story of the entire OT.
Say “you” and “your” with me when you see it.

CREATION
“Stand up and bless the LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting. (a call to worship!) Blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. (the uncreated glorious one) 6 “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.
· Praise to the eternal, all-powerful creator – infinite and almighty

ABRAHAM
7 You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. (God gives new identities) 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And you have kept your promise, for you are righteous. (the covenant promise maker & keeper) 
· Praise to the faithful promise keeper – you always do what you say

MOSES – The Exodus
9 “And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 10 and performed signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day. 11 And you divided the sea before them, so that they went through the midst of the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty waters. 12 By a pillar of cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of fire in the night to light for them the way in which they should go. 13 You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them right rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments, 14 and you made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant. 15 You gave them bread from heaven for their hunger and brought water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and you told them to go in to possess the land that you had sworn to give them.
· Praise to the glorious lawgiver and protector

MOSES – The wandering
16 “But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not obey your commandments. 17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them. 18 Even when they had made for themselves a golden calf and said, ‘This is your God who brought you up out of Egypt,’ and had committed great blasphemies, 19 you in your great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to lead them in the way did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of fire by night to light for them the way by which they should go. 20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them water for their thirst. 21 Forty years you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out, and their feet did not swell.
· Praise to the gracious and merciful judge

JOSHUA
22 “And you gave them kingdoms and peoples and allotted to them every corner. So they took possession of the land of Sihon king of Heshbon and the land of Og king of Bashan. 23 You multiplied their children as the stars of heaven, and you brought them into the land that you had told their fathers to enter and possess. 24 So the descendants went in and possessed the land, and you subdued before them the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their hand, with their kings and the peoples of the land, that they might do with them as they would. 25 And they captured fortified cities and a rich land, and took possession of houses full of all good things, cisterns already hewn, vineyards, olive orchards, and fruit trees in abundance. So, they ate and were filled and became fat and delighted themselves in your great goodness.
· Praise to the conquering mighty warrior – who fights for us! 

JUDGES
26 “Nevertheless, (Yet, after God did all this…) they were disobedient and rebelled against you and cast your law behind their back and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you, and they committed great blasphemies. 27 Therefore, you gave them into the hand of their enemies, who made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they cried out to you and you heard them from heaven, and according to your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them from the hand of their enemies. 28 But after they had rest, they did evil again before you, and you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from heaven, and many times you delivered them according to your mercies. 29 And you warned them in order to turn them back to your law. Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey your commandments, but sinned against your rules, which if a person does them, he shall live by them, and they turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and would not obey. 
· Praise to the compassionate, forgiving One (28 …many times…) 

The KINGS to the PROPHETS
30 Many years you bore with them and warned them by your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they would not give ear. Therefore, you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 31 Nevertheless, in your great mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake them, for you are a gracious and merciful God. 32 “Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fathers, and all your people, since the time of the kings of Assyria until this day. 
· Praise to the forever-loving One – whose love never fails 

Exile and captivity 
33 Yet you have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully, and we have acted wickedly. 34 Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and your warnings that you gave them. 35 Even in their own kingdom, and amid your great goodness that you gave them, and in the large and rich land that you set before them, they did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 
· Praise to the righteous and Holy One – who is always good & just

Now - To the very present – Ezra and Nehemiah
36 Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts, behold, we are slaves. 37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they please, and we are in great distress. 
You / You / You / Your / Your / Your. You created all things… called Abraham... gave Moses... delivered us from Egypt... lead us... fed us... protected us... gave us your spirit... gave grace...  showed compassion... showed forgiveness... were exceedingly patient. 

It goes from a cosmic level to the personal. We remember, LORD, we ask for your mercy again 

*** When we understand who God is - all we can say is - God it's - YOU 
We live in a culture that is void of God - media/ culture / as if He were not there. No mention on God if at all possible. Too controversial.

And yet, the world has no idea God sustains this life - this breath - this day - this moment. We live as if He is out of the office - rather than seeing his hand in all that we see.

As they prayed - and confessed - they turned to God with their eyes opened wide to God’s glory and their own sin.

It was a light-bulb moment: In all our suffering and all of our rebelliousness, you were always faithful, merciful, gracious, loving, and always good. They finally understood.

Do you have that story? In all that has happened, can you see his faithful hand? God, you are good. You brought me to this moment.

Their response:  
Last verse in the chapter - Neh 9:38 “Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document are the names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests. (What was the covenant – what was the vow?)

They declared and put it in writing - we will serve the Lord!  Things are going to be different - this is a lifelong change!

Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, (with serious commitment) 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (as God works in you to do it) 

Their revival was not just an emotional experience – it was a lifelong change and pursuit to serve the LORD God. 

What was the commitment?

Nehemiah 10:1-27, lists all the families that signed that declaration - 28 “The rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all who have separated themselves from the peoples of the lands to the Law of God, (separated themselves – consecrated themselves to serve the LORD!) their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who have knowledge and understanding, 29 join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God's Law that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to… 

A commitment to put God first in every area of life. Deut 6:4-7, Matt 22:37-40, Mar 12:30-31, Lu 10:27– Love the Lord with all…
Matt 6:33 - seek first the kingdom and His righteousness… 

What did they commit to? What are they vowing to pursue?
Notice the “we will…” 

(They make a declaration and vow) 10:29 (We will) …to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our LORD and his rules and his statutes. 

1. We will be - Consistent to know and obey scripture - I will live this!
You are responsible for feeding yourself - to read and obey - we will see God in our church and families when we each do this

10:30 We will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land or take their daughters for our sons. 

2. We will be - Consistent in protecting the spiritual journey of our family  (2 Co 6:14-15, 1 Co 7:39) 

Watching out for their friends, who they date, who they connect with, and who their friends are. It matters. There is no evangelism dating... 

Watch, lovingly engage, and protect their spiritual journey.  
We will raise our families - and live our everyday - in You. 

** We will be faithful to God in our romantic relationships.

10:31 And if the peoples of the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. 

3. We will be - Consistent in prioritizing God over our work life
Sabbath is about rest, slowing down, remembering who gave you life. 

I won't neglect my physical and spiritual health. I will prioritize my life to keep God at the center - and will keep it holy. 
*** A commitment to honor God in your work and career. 

31b and we will forgo the crops of the seventh year and the exaction of every debt.
4. We will be - Consistent in living a life of grace towards others
This is about releasing burdens off others - forgiving debts - and letting go of unresolved issues. I will walk in forgiveness. 

32 “We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God: (House of the LORD is used 9x in this chap) 33 for the showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. (We will make sure there is bread on the table, plenty of extra grain for the offerings, and for special events) 34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, according to our fathers' houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn on the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the Law. (they will take turns bringing wood – shared responsibility in the house of the LORD)

35 We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits of our ground and the firstfruits of all fruit of every tree, year by year, to the house of the LORD; (the first tenth, the tithe – of everything) 36 also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of our God, the firstborn of our sons (to take turns working in the temple) and of our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks; 37 and to bring the first of our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of every tree, the wine and the oil, to the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, to the chambers of the storehouse. 39 For the people of Israel and the sons of Levi shall bring the contribution of grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, where the vessels of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.” (32-33 – Temple tax / 35 – Rotating wood offerings / 35-36 – Offerings for temple work / 37-39 – tithes for the Levites) 

5. We will be - Consistent in giving to the work of God
God cares about our gathering/assembly (Ekklesia) and our role in providing for the time we have together. ** I commit to doing my part as we worship together and reach the world. 
39 “…We will not neglect the house of our God.” 

What they gave represented their time, talent, and treasure.
A community that reaches and lasts has people who do the same.

** The word tithe is used repeatedly – explain the 33%. The NT principle is to be our whole lives, generously and faithfully to kingdom work. 

All of this was part of their covenant to God – we will strive to be faithful and pursue this, as you have been faithful to us… 

Nehemiah 11 - lists the new residents of Jerusalem...

Nehemiah 12 - lists the priests, ministers, and leaders of Jerusalem

Once everyone was settled in, they dedicated it - and partied!

Nehemiah 12:27 And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres. (drums & guitars) 28 And the sons of the singers gathered together from the district surrounding Jerusalem… (not just good singers but worshipers) 

Chap 12 - describes how they sang on the walls, several choirs - lots of music - instruments - It was not quite - it was not boring - they were thankful!!

6. We will be - Consistent in corporate worship
They got together to celebrate - and they knew how to worship

Chap 12 goes on to explain: They re-established worship teams and met regularly as a community to celebrate God - to lift us the LORD GOD!

Worship here is a valuable part of our church, and it should be! 
People from different backgrounds and families together with one voice to honor the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! 

If you're feeling dry - feeling far from God - when was the last time you really worshiped in a time of corporate worship? Not just watching…

Jesus and Nehemiah! 
In Nehemiah, we see the prequel to the cross. Our struggle with, and the goodness of, God in sending a Savior. 

The NT describes Jesus as the eternal, all-powerful creator; the faithful promise-keeper; the glorious Word and protector; the gracious and merciful judge; the mighty warrior; the compassionate, forgiving One; the forever-loving One who is righteous and Holy. 

This glorious LORD, described in Nehemiah, came to earth – JESUS! 
Colossians 1:16-17 - For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.

Jesus is calling us in his grace and mercy to lay down our lives at the foot of the cross. God is faithful to forgive. 

** Let's take some time to confess our sins before God.
** A fresh commitment to the LORD.

** Let’s worship together. 









