The Ascension - It’s Not Over! 
2000 years ago…

Friday - Jesus is crucified (fatal) and buried (Ma 27, Mk 15, Lu 23, Jo 19)

Saturday - Tomb is sealed / soldiers are guarding it (Matt 27:62-66) 

Sunday – early morning earthquake / Angel rolls stone away / guards panic & run off telling people Jesus body was stolen (Matt 28:2-4, 11-15)

Jesus is alive! (Last wk) Evidence for the Resurrection and why it matters. The Resurrection was a historical truth, not just a religious truth! 

The resurrection of Jesus is the proof that everything Jesus said and did was true! He is the Messiah, God in the flesh.

But the story does not end there. It’s been 2 millennia, where is Jesus now? Let’s find out from Jesus- John 16:28 I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.

But where did he go and what is he doing now?
Jesus is today the exalted, triumphant King of Kings!

To understand where Jesus is today, let’s walk through what happened From Resurrection to the Ascension – The Final 40
This could not have been mass hallucinations or hypnosis.

Acts 1:3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. (He appeared 12X over 40 days)

4 letters give 4 versions. They appear contradictory, but they are actually complementary. 

The Harmony of the Gospels: Together, the 4 give a full view. The differences prove that there is no collusion. 
Antiquity is more concerned with character than chronology.

Resurrection Day – Jerusalem (a possible Harmony) 
· Five women go to the tomb (Matt 28:1; Mk 16:1, Luke 24:10) 

1. Mary (Magdelin)  /  2 Mary (Jesus’ mom)
3. Mary (wife of Clopas, brother of Joseph, mother of disciples James, Simon, Jude, and Joses) 
4. Salome (wife of Zebedee, sister of Mary of Jesus, mother of disciples James and John) 
5. Joanna (wife of Chuza, manager of Herod Antipas’ house) 

· Mary Magdalene runs to tell the disciples Jesus is gone
(John 20:1-2)
· The other women stay, see angels, “Jesus is risen just as he said!”
(Matt 28:5-7; Mk 16:2-8; Lk 24:1-8)

· The women on their way to the disciples see Jesus (1) 
(Matt 28:8-10)

· The women tell what they have seen and heard
(Luke 24:9-11)

· Peter & John run to the empty tomb and only find grave clothes 
(Lk 24:12; Jo 20:2-10)

· Mary Magdalene returns to the tomb / sees 2 angels, then Jesus (2) 
(John 20:11-18)

· Jesus appears to Peter - mentioned but not elaborated on (3) 
(Luke 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5)
· Jesus appears to Cleopas and another disciple near Emmaus (4) 
(Lk 24:13-35) (Brother of Joseph)  

· Jesus appears to a group of 10 disciples, Thomas is absent (5) 
(Lk 24:32-43; Jo 20:19-25)

1 Week after the resurrection – Jerusalem
· Jesus appears to all 11 disciples in Jerusalem with Thomas (6) 
(John 20:26-31)

2 weeks after the resurrection – Galilee
· Jesus appears to 7 disciples in Galilee by the Sea of Galilee (7) 
(John 21:1-25 – did you catch anything?) fish & bread breakfast

3 to 4 weeks plus after resurrection – Galilee
· Jesus appears to all the disciples on a mountain in Galilee (8) 
(Matt 28:16-20, Mk 16:15-16, Lk 24:44-49) 

· Jesus appears to the disciples and a crowd of at least 500 (9) 
(1 Cor 15:6)

· Jesus appears to half-brother James - not elaborated on (10) 
(1 Cor 15:7)

· Jesus appears to all the apostles (11) 
(1 Cor 15:7)

40 Days after the Resurrection – Jerusalem (Mount of Olives)
· The Ascension in Jerusalem (12) 
(Acts 1:1-11)

Bonus appearance – 3 to 4 years later
· Jesus appears to Saul (Paul) on the road to Damascus (13 - bonus) 
(1 Cor 15:6) Roughly 4 years later. 

(back to the final day with the disciples) Acts 1:3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; (John 16) 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, (at Mount of Olives) they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Literally, there is a lot to do before that happens.) 

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. (The Ascension) 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, (angelic beings) 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

Where is Jesus Now?

· Jesus physically ascended unto Heaven 
He is physically alive today in Heaven, glorified, and will come back!

He is in heaven, with a glorified visible physical body.
The NT says we will have a glorified body like that too one day. 

· Jesus took people with Him into Heaven

Ephesians 4:8 "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men." 9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? (Hades: the grave – where the dead abide) 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.  (Hebrews tells us similarly) 

Jesus led a grand opening parade to heaven – before the resurrection. Heaven was closed to humans (verse) 

Luke 23 – Jesus did not go to Hell To thief on the cross - “I’ll see you in paradise today” – paradise for those before heaven. But today, to be absent from the body = present with the Lord (2 Co 5:8) no purgatory. 

· Jesus is now seated on the Throne of God!

Imagery of the LORD'S throne: 196X total – 61X in NT – 45X in Rev.
Revelation declares Jesus is exalted and sits upon the throne of God!

Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power when He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…


Lest we envision a polytheistic view of heaven, the Father is eternal, immortal, and invisible (1 Tim 1:16-17), and Jesus is the fullness of the invisible Godhead in a visible body (Col 1:19, 2:9). 

From Psalm 110. The right hand of God is figurative of his supremacy and the Father's authority in power and judgment. 

Eph 1:20–21 “…he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion…” (Again, the right hand of God? Jesus rules over all things.) 

The Bible repeatedly says there is ONE throne
Jesus sits on, in, and at the throne 

Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all.”

Revelation 3:21 …I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.

Revelation 4:2 Behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.   / 9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created.” (Col 1:15-17 – says this is Jesus) 

Revelation 7:17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall be their shepherd, and shall guide them unto fountains of waters of life: and God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.

Revelation 22:3 “No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him.”

Jesus sits on the throne of God.

This is understood – it’s why the Pharisees were so angry) Matt 26:63 And the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. (Yes, that is right) But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (declaring himself God – the great judge) 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. (They then sentenced him to death) 

Jesus is now upon the throne of heaven with all power & authority. The problem is – we put ourselves on our throne… 

· Jesus rules and reigns as Sovereign, King, and Lord
This has been and is a present reality.

Matt 11:27- "All things have been committed to me by my Father…”

John 3:35 - The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands.

This is not a future event – this is now – he rules and reigns now – he is the boss and has authority over all things – as opposed to those who think the devil is in charge.

Eph 1:22 - And he (God) put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church,

Jesus rules over all people / all governments / all nations / all circumstances. That is why the early church was martyred. In Roman culture, you could have many gods, as long as you bowed to Rome and Caesar as Lord. Yours is not the only one. 
But they could not bow to Caesar, for there is only one LORD. 

He is not just the God of Christians; He is God of all creation!

Acts 10:36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.

We don’t make him Lord, we recognize & confess his lordship. 

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn (exclusive heir – first among creation – not timing but positional) of all creation. (Galaxy, universe – all creation) 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, (We do not have a small Jesus!)

Earthly Jesus – our example to humbly follow
Glorified Jesus – our glorious Lord to worship

· Jesus is our God-Man mediator 
He is alive – he hears – he moves – he answers – he responds. Hebrews – we boldly approach the throne of God through Him. 

1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,(The Father only hears me through Jesus)

Jesus is both Exclusive and Inclusive. 

Exclusive: Jesus said of himself  - John 14:16 – I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

The only way – there are no other options (problem for many) 

Inclusive: Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  /  John 7:37 If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” / Rom 10:13 “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord (Jesus) will be saved.’”
Come all come any - race, gender, lonely, rich, poor, sexually confused, addict, abuser, murderer, (problem for many)
· Jesus has seated us in authority with Him

Eph 2:6 (God) raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

Practically, we are seated here – but positionally, we are seated there. What does it mean for those who follow Jesus?
Those in him, do not need to fear the enemy and his tactics. 

John 16 – Jesus promised the Spirit of God would fall and fill us.
Acts 2 – The HS arrived and now fills every true believer in Christ. 

It means we represent him here and that we have supernatural power and authority in Him to live and tell the world of Him.

· Jesus is preparing a place for His people

John 14:1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am, you may be also.  

He is today preparing a place for those who are his - possibly you.  

Even now, Jesus takes Christians to heaven upon their death
2 Cor 5:8 - To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord

Those in Him have no need to fear death. 

· Jesus is leading his church, with a clear mission

Ephesians 1:22–23 “And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”  (2 Co 5:20 We are ambassadors for Christ – to be Jesus to others).

He gave his disciples a clear mission - Matt 28:18 Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 

This is not the great suggestion, but commission (command and mission) It is expected. To tell others about your faith was unknown to Jewish people. It had become restricted to only their culture, people, and family. This was revolutionary! (next week)

· Jesus is waiting for the appointed time of His return 

Hebrews 10:12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet. 

Jesus next mission: Crush the enemies of God. He's coming back. He is not lax, slow, or forgetful. We should expect His return. 
The resurrection is proof that he is coming back. 
And so, we wait. 
Phil 3:20 - But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.

Where is Jesus today? He is on the throne and here through the HS. He has not left you, forsaken you, or abandoned you, those in him are not orphans.

We know of a humble servant, Jesus, but Jesus is more than that!
To see him today is not to see a Mr. Rogers, but the Ultimate Fighter.

Revelation is not a scary book about Black Hawk helicopters and bar codes, and Iran - this is a book about Jesus.

Rev 19:11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, (He keeps every promise) and in righteousness he judges and makes war. (he first came to save us from sin – he will now come to judge sin – those rejected his mercy and grace – one day it will be too late.)

12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, (his eyes are discerning, piercing, and revealing) and on his head are many diadems, (the king of kings) and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. (Things we will never know – things purposely hidden – reflects his power and mystery) 

13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, (you know you're hardcore when blood is an accessory – it is unknown if it represents his own or the blood of his enemies) and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. (Referring to John 1 – emphasizes His preexistence, divine nature – creator of all things) 

14 And the armies of heaven, (Jude 1:14-15 says this is the people of God) arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. (I won't wear white hardly ever – they wear it to battle. Represents purity of heart and life – washed white by the blood of Jesus. The only armor needed is their righteousness in Christ) 

15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, (proclaiming words of righteous Judgment – 5X in Rev Jesus has a sword coming from his mouth) and he will rule them with a rod of iron. (represents an unbreakable authority (Ps 2) He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. (He will crush the enemies of God like grapes - with fury) 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, (inscribed = his identity is) King of kings and Lord of lords.  (full & complete sovereignty over all things!) 

That is a Jesus to be humbled before and worship. To pray to and know that things will happen – who is trustworthy and able to do the impossible.

Who sits on the throne of your life? 
Do you attempt to rule your own life? He who sits on the throne of all creation is calling you to recognize his power and goodness. 

