The Commission – Go! **
Jesus’ ministry spanned 3 years – he revealed himself as God in the flesh, the Messiah, performed miracles, and preached the Kingdom.

Jesus calling disciples - Matthew 4:18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew, his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. (BTW – John tells us they had already had a couple of encounters with Jesus – this was not the first time) 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately, they left their nets and followed him. 

We might consider “fishers of men” odd – but Jesus is talking their language - you catch fish now, but follow me, and you will catch people – Lit – “people who will draw in people.”

He was, according to God's plan and Jesus’ mission, arrested  and crucified only to rise from the dead 3 days later (just as he said)

After appearing to hundreds of disciples for over 40 days, he gave his disciples a final charge and ascended into heaven, promising to return to vanquish evil and death. Until then… a mission.

His final command is a mission known as – the great commission Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Before we explain this great mission (next week), let's clear up some misunderstandings about kingdom work and ministry, and take a look at it in action. Jesus modeled it. 

John 4:1 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples), 3 he left Judea and departed again for Galilee.  

What the mission is not! (Understanding the Mission)

1. The Mission is not - a contest for converts
Jesus was not interested in a convert contest w/ Johnny B down the street.

"Well, He baptized 20 – we need to do 30"

Many churches see each other as competition. 8 mil in DFW metro, 250,000 in Garland - plenty of people who need Jesus. This is not about competing for people or showing off accomplishments.

The mission is not about filling seats, but filling souls.
It is not about a bigger production, but giving direction.
It’s not about who has the bigger building, the greater book sales, the largest baptisms, but is the Word of God being faithfully preached, and are lives being discipled and cared for.   

2. The Mission is not - a political fight for power
Jesus was not interested in a political fight with the Pharisees – or a showdown with local leaders – he was about reaching people for the Kingdom of God. 

Many churches lift up politics more than Christ – rather than Jesus as our savior – we see politicians as savior.

*** Yes, as believers, we should be engaged and be involved as much as we can, to make a difference - but the gospel is the mission - not legislation. Boldly stand for truth and trust the Lord.

John 4:4 And he had to pass through Samaria. (A despised people) 5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there… 

Why this is important - The Samaritans have a historical connection to Israel through the bloodlines of Joseph. Jacob (Joseph's dad) was the promised son of Isaac. They were part of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

When Assyria conquered the northern kingdom of Israel, a poor, low cast of survivors remained. They eventually intermarried with other local non-Jewish people; Samaritans emerged as a new ethnic & religious group.

They followed the Torah, different traditions, and superstitions not in the OT. They look to Mount Gerizim, rather than Jerusalem, as the chosen city. Jews despised them – considered half-breeds and a corrupt, blasphemous faith.  Good jews walk around the city of Samaria. 

The well was the well of Abraham (where God first appeared to him in Canaan – Gen 12). He built an altar there. Jacob legally bought the land. It shows up again and again in the OT. Jacob’s well. Jacob gave it to Joseph, where Jospeh bones were laid to rest. This was an important place. 

4:6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. (mid-day – noon, hottest part of the day) 7 A woman from Samaria came to draw water. (considered late in the day to draw water – and came alone – usually women would do this chore together) Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) (A holy rabbi would not go in the city. Stay out here – we will speak with the riff-raff) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)

Jesus talking to a Samaritan (strike 1), a woman (strike 2) Rabbi’s are not to greet women in public. He totally disregarded racial and cultural prejudices and stereotypes. And will see, an active adulterer (strike 3) 
3. The Mission is not - about color or culture 
It’s reaching out to people who challenge our comfort – people we wouldn't usually hang out with.

Racism is a sin. The gospel is for all people. Everyone who walks in here needs Jesus.

John 4:10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” (speaking of himself – he stirred curiosity) 

If you knew who I was (understood by the Spirit), you would ask me for a drink

(but she is still clueless) 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” (Living water? Who are you?) 

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” (still clueless) 

What can we not live without? Food & Water - both necessities of life are laid out here – food (what the disciples were looking for) and water (what she is looking for) – life's basic needs.

4. The Mission is not about – filling personal needs and desires
Jesus is saying that of all the things you treasure and think you need, God is greater, and His mission is the only thing that will satisfy you.

Prosperity gospel – sells a false Gospel that God wants you to be financially and physically blessed. BTW – if the gospel you preach does not work in a 3rd world culture, it's not the Gospel. 

More than filling your belly, water, dreams, sleep, goals, a plan - "Jesus says live on me – I am the bread of life – the water of life.

John 4:16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” (Whoa, a lot unpacked her. Divorced and living in adultery. Things were not as great as you say they are.)

5. The Mission is not - about looking for the right people
Some look for the people they think are the low-hanging fruit. They are already pretty good people – go to church sometimes. 

Some assume others are too far gone – too deep in sin. Jesus has come for the unexpected. He came for the sick / lost in spirit. 

BTW – Jesus did not treat her lifestyle as acceptable. He was caring for her by identifying her sin and need for a savior.

John 4:19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. (okay, riddle me this…) 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” (Which is it?) 

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. (The promise of the Messiah was preserved with Judah, not Samaritans) 

23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, (it is coming as the cross has not been finished – the great equalizer. But it is here – as in, standing in front of you) when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

6. The Mission is not - about brick and mortar
The mission is not about building buildings and monuments. It is found in homes, schools, theaters, coffee shops, and buildings – anywhere God’s people worship in Spirit and truth. 

Buildings are only tools - they are not the church. People are.
The mission is not a pastor's kingdom. 

John 4:25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” (You’re looking at him)

At that moment - her eyes were opened by the Spirit of God. 

4:27 Just then, his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” (snobs… some Christians) 

The woman quickly leaves – we will come back to that.

31 Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food (my satisfaction)  is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work. (Jesus is greater than the basic needs of life, even food & water. This life is more than feeling full or getting needs met)

· True satisfaction comes from living God's mission. 
You will never be truly satisfied until you walk in God's will.

Unhappy & unfulfilled “Christians” don’t understand that joy and satisfaction are living out the work of the Father. There has got to be more to life than being saved and a good person; there is, the Mission! To know Him & make Him known.

It is with this that Jesus says… John 4:35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? (I'll do it later) Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. (Look at the people around you - they are ready and waiting - dying on the vine - go - reach out now).

It’s as if Jesus is saying - if you could only see what I see
We are often so self-focused that we miss the harvest.

The lonely, confused, abused, stressed, bound, abandoned, addicted, hungry, & hurting - people in our families, our class, in our office, on our streets, in our city, in the world.

7. The Mission is not - something to put off for tomorrow; it’s urgent!
Jesus refers to the mission as harvest work, calling us laborers. It is not something we get around to… it is urgent. 

The labor is difficult. Farmers know crops don't jump into the baskets. It is early, laborious, sweaty, at times frustrating work (working corn fields…) but if done right, the harvest plentiful.

(Similar) Matthew 9:35 And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (hurt, pain, confusion – can you see them too?) 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (Few disciples embrace the great mission) 

* Pray for God to give you eyes to see / hears to hear
* Pray for God to give you compassion for those around you
* Pray and then step out

IE. What we do here - church - is not a check on a list or gold star – what we do here weekly is harvest work. Coming early, being on time, serving, staying late, not always easy, at times frustrating. But if done right, the harvest is plentiful!

Living for Jesus can be a challenge – but the harvest is ripe and ready. - And what is the harvest? PEOPLE!

John 4:35 Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest. 36 Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. (Those working the harvest celebrate with each other)  37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.” (others have already sown the soil and watered the harvests – it is time to reap it) 

Paul later wrote, 1 Corinthians 3:5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. (those who sow, water, and reap – it is the Lord doing the growth that makes it possible) 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. (God rewards the faithful laborers) 9 For we are God's fellow workers. (we are servants) You are God's field, God's building. (it is all the Lord's) 

** Jesus is ultimately responsible for the outcome of the mission 
Some sow, some reap - HS works in, draws in, does heart work  
(What a relief…) We love, serve, and tell – God saves.  

Do your best and rest – God is responsible for their salvation.  

Back to the Samaritan woman - Look what happened - John 4:28 So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, (she met Jesus and left her jar/ plans/ agenda/ not as important anymore – left to tell her world) 29 “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” (he knew and confronted my sin – and still loved me) 30 They went out of the town and were coming to him.  

This is the mission illustrated: Meet Jesus, leave the past behind, and urgently tell the world. Jesus lived it then gave it.

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” (go and tell - daily life) 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, (come and see – church life) they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” (of the WORLD) 

People met Jesus, lives changed forever: Mission accomplished!

So what can we do to start living this mission?

* Pray for God to give you eyes to see / ears to hear those around you

* Pray for God to give you compassion for those around you

* Live a life of compassion towards those around you

* Tell people in your realm of influence about Jesus

You don’t have to be an evangelist to tell someone your story. Family, friends, neighbors, co-workers

* Participate in the local church's mission to make disciples.

Believer – can you see the harvest it is ready and waiting for you!
Let’s pray for those around you. 
Seeker – Jesus sees and knows you sin and heart – and says come. 
