The Commission – Go! **

Jesus’ ministry spanned 3 years – he revealed himself as God in the flesh, the Messiah, performed miracles, and preached the Kingdom.

He had thousands of followers, hundreds of disciples, 12 who would become apostles. 

He was, according to God's plan and Jesus’ mission, arrested  and crucified only to rise from the dead 3 days later (just as he said)

After appearing to hundreds of disciples over 40 days, he gave a final charge and ascended into heaven, promising to return to vanquish evil and death. Until then, there is a mission. 

Last week, we talked about what the mission is not, clearing up misunderstandings – what it is and how we should live it out. 

**Mission Impossible song: This is our Mission Impossible...
His final command is a mission known as – the great commission

(After the resurrection) Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

This verse tells us exactly what the mission is.
Mission Possible: Understanding the mission

**This mission is a command 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. (I have full authority to tell you this…)

This is not the great suggestion, but the great commission. 
It is not optional if you are a follower of Jesus! 

Shocking how few Christians ever do this. Going their whole life and never sharing their faith or testimony – how is that possible?
Christ followers, to ignore this mission is to live in rebellion to Christ, 

The reality is many frequent the farm but rarely work the field. 
Evangelism - Sharing your faith is not the upgraded platinum plus Christian package – or Christianity advance program. 

Notice the all’s (4). “All authority, all nations, all I commanded you, always with you.” It is very definitive, authoritative, and absolute.

**This mission is intentional
19 Go therefore (Everyone say, “go”)
 It is something to plan for and do intentionally, each of us.  
You don’t have to wait for us to organize an event.  Go… 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, (Daily mission) and in all Judea and Samaria, (Local mission) and to the ends of the earth. (Global mission)

This is not passive – it is intentional.

1 Peter 3:13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, (it can be fearful to share your faith in places of opposition – but look at the rest) 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, (Christ is king and first – he is Lord, not other people. I fear and submit to the holiness of God – therefore…) always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; (Be ready, be intentional, read, be familiar, and learn how to share your hope) yet do it with gentleness and respect, (You’re not called to be a jerk for Jesus) 16 having a good conscience, (living a life without hypocrisy) so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. (There will people who no matter what, will slander and attack – but do not give them ammo) 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit… (Remember Christ suffered for you…)

Begin your day in prayer to be ready and looking. When we leave our home, God use me. When people are coming over, God use me. God, when I least expect – I am ready, use me.

**This Mission is Gospel-centered – (Gospel = good news)
Evangelism = “sent with a message." One who brings good news. 

It’s more than just loving people, smiling, and letting people go in front of you. It is a message that transforms people.

Every Believer's Mission: Mark 16:15 - He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.

The commission is not, go and feed people. It’s to tell them the news of Jesus – BUT as disciples of Jesus, we do feed people. 

Well, I'm just going to help them and be Jesus to them. Great. That represents the Kingdom. But that is not the Good News or mission. 

Matthew 16:26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 

Clean water, food, a latrine, a garden, clothes, and education will not save their soul. Those things can be tools and the fruit – but they are not the mission. 
It has been said, “ Preach the Gospel at all times and if necessary, use words." In principle, yes, don’t be a hypocrite and love people, but that is not the word of God, and incorrect. 

Romans 10:9 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord (referring to the divinity and Lordship of Jesus) and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, (referring to the work of the cross and resurrection) you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

This does not happen by dreams, visions, and osmosis. 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Some of you need a divine pedicure)

God’s plan to reach people is you and me – the redeemed.
God sovereignly uses people to lead people to Himself. 

John 20:21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”

We are not merely saved for heaven’s sake and hell’s avoidance. We are commissioned & unleashed with purpose to tell the world

BTW – the Gospel is not "Jesus is coming"; it is "Jesus has come" – the Deity, Death, and resurrection. However, the believer's hope is that Jesus will return.

**This mission is about multiplication
19 …and make disciples… (followers of Jesus)

Make disciples, not decisions - not converts or church goers.
But - Disciples who make disciples, who make disciples, who make

Disciple = (GK) Mathetes – one who follows, a  student, learner
* To be a disciple – to follow Jesus as Lord. 
* To make disciples – to walk with and help another to follow the Lord.

You know what starts a real move of God? It’s not miracles, worship, books, buildings, or programs – it is when we as individuals live and share the gospel and seek to make disciples.

**This mission is for all people - 19 …of all nations…

No one is excluded. The entire world. Every nation, tribe, culture, language, and ethnicity. White, black, brown, all ages, economic status, and backgrounds. 
Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

What is your culture? What is your background? What is your family like? Jesus is for you!

Revelation 7:9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Honduras mission opportunity - who's in?
The Go-and-send principle: We either GO or SEND.

**This mission is not private - 19 … baptizing them 
Baptize - “immerse”  - God wants you baptized – why? 

Baptism is not salvation – it is the declaration of the saved.
Our faith is not personal or private, but public.
Christ is not a secret to be kept. 

We declare the Lordship of Christ in baptism, and we declare we are family in baptism. Then we walk in it with others in public life.

If you have not been baptized, it's time. 

**This mission emphasizes doctrine
19 …in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
This speaks directly to the Trinitarian doctrine of God.  
Theology is not a dirty word.

What we believe matters. There are true & false teachings. Hold tight to the truth essentials. Walking with God is not just a matter of loving Jesus and others but also walking in the truth of Jesus. 

1 Tim 4:16 – “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” (NIV)

Titus 1:9 - He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. / Titus 2:1 - But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.

We need to know the difference between truth and lies. 
Good teaching and false teaching - and identify the wolves.

Jude 3 - Contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

We are to hold tight – contend for the doctrine of the Apostles.

Acts 2:42 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching (didaché - doctrine) and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Theology matters. So many Christians believe wacky stuff –simply because they do not know the Bible for themselves.

It’s not just receiving Jesus, and let’s sing some songs.  
This mission includes sound teaching and doctrine.

** This mission takes time
20 …teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

Teaching takes time and patience. It is not instant. The mission includes walking with people; the hardest part is the follow-up. 

The mission includes developing patient relationships.
It’s not about how many decisions and how many baptisms – but the difficult process of growing and walking with someone. 

BTW – That means Disciples are teachable. We will do this for our whole life. With others and with ourselves.

**This mission includes the tough stuff – God’s word cover to cover
Notice, 20 “…teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.

We don’t get to pick and choose what we are going to obey, teach, or believe. And not just the easy stuff – but the tough stuff too. 

Problem of Consumer Church - We live in a consumer culture. Some churches are careful to give what people want – avoiding the parts of the Bible that are often controversial. 

In a desire to win converts, some make Jesus more convenient and nice. When we “water down” the word, we remove the gospel's power to transform lives.

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. (This is discipleship) 

3 For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 But as for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (This is happening today)

We do an injustice to discipleship and present a false gospel when we imply that all you do is accept a creed and join a church. 

We follow Jesus, not just believe in Jesus. Saved by grace, yes, absolutely – but the saved follow.

**This mission involves transformation, not just information 
20 …teaching them to observe (obey) all that I have commanded you.
We are to teach disciples to obey the Word – not just know it.
Life change - not just right beliefs. Helping people walk with Jesus. 

It's not, say a prayer, you're done. God calls us to obey His Word. And again, this takes time. That time is the work of ministry. 

**This mission is powered by our ever-present Jesus  
28:20 “And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to empower and teach us about Him.
Acts 1:8 – you will receive power to be my witnesses…

Jesus did not leave us – he is there in every trial, struggle, and victory. We are never alone in this mission – Jesus is with us always! At home – at work – at school – you are never alone!

**Mission impossible song: This is our Mission Possible...

Our 3D Mission: Make disciples and baptize (Discover), Teach Them (Develop), Go into the world and tell the good news (Deploy).   

To help others discover / develop / deploy. If you are a follower of Jesus, that is our mission. 
Your career is not your mission – that is your platform.  

Take a big breath – that represents our life - and it is fleeting. 
James 4:14 – life is a vapor, mist / Psalm 144:4 Life is a breath; his days are like a fleeting shadow. 

I'll wait till schedule clears – when bills are paid – after school, when family is settled. People are dying on the vine – life is fleeting… the magnitude of the mission is ever before us.

The Believer: 
I think of the words of Isaiah 6:8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”

If you choose to embrace the mission, life will be exciting, adventurous, purposeful, and meaningful – all for the glory of God!

To the seeker: 
Are you ready to know the goodness of God? To leave your past behind and know the mercy and forgiveness of Jesus? Today is your day. 
