Romans wk 1 - This is Gospel! 

It is considered the Mount Everest of preaching 
The church's first systematic theology text in Christendom.
Considered the most important theological book ever written. 

It is called The Fourth Gospel - The Gospel According to Paul

It has launched great moves of God
Augustine of Hippo (386) found faith in Jesus, reading Romans
Martin Luther was stirred by God to pursue personal reform,
- led to the Protestant Reformation and the Great Awakening.

It has been called – the Apostle Paul's Magnum Opus
A clear, concise, organized teaching on grace

It is considered a long mission letter 
Though it is the longest in NT, it is still only about 20 pages.

The Book of Romans / The Epistle to the Romans
At times harsh and clear, and at other times odd and confusing (entire chapters are debated), filled w/ practical encouragement and complex theology. He starts with creation and takes us to the final Kingdom. 

** 33 yrs of ministry, I’ve never done a sermon series on Romans (except out men’s group). I was hesitant due to some of the more challenging themes and chapters – but I am ready! Are you? 

Sometimes we will end with Q&A. Try not to miss a week or catch up online. We will not rush it – it is the Word of God, and by the Holy Spirit, it has the power to transform our lives.

(today, 7 verses) Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Essentials:
· Written by the Apostle Paul 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle… 

First - He highlights that he is - a servant (doulos) of Jesus
Second - An apostle = the messenger of Christ Jesus. 

Paul considered being a servant of Christ to be greater than being an Apostle. This was never about himself. (No branding) 
(Phil 3:5) He was once a “Pharisee of the Pharisees.” A hater of Christians and Christ – and now he is a servant (doulos - slave) of Christ Jesus. He was radically saved and miraculously called.  

· Writing to the church in Rome
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Writing from Corinth during his third mission trip, 20-25 years after Jesus. This is a very early church letter. 

He is introducing himself to a church he has never been to (though he knew many there). Hoping to come to see them. 

We do not know who founded the church, but it continued to grow despite intense persecution. They are “loved by God.”

I have never been there – you have never heard me preach; this is the Gospel. A sermon on paper. This letter was widely circulated in the early church. 

· Writing to believers about the Gospel
7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: (holy) 

Notice he is writing to Believers about the good news of Jesus.
We are to live and breathe the wonder of the Gospel. 

The Gospel is the launch and the life and the well we live from.
** It’s not just the diving board, it’s the pool (JD Greer)

It is the primary unifying factor among all believers and must be contended for, lived in, held tight, and proclaimed.

Let’s dive in - Romans 1:1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

Paul was set apart by God to be a messenger of the Gospel.

(He explains in) Galatians 1:15 But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles… 

Think about that: before He was ever born, he was set apart by God’s grace and called to be in Christ – and at the appointed time, on the road to Damascus, Jesus was revealed to him – in order for him to be an Apostle to the Gentiles. 

** This notion of predestination is repeated often in Romans.

Paul says right away he is writing as an Apostle (messenger) of Jesus Christ – this is not a passive letter or suggestion. This is God’s Word. 

V1 - Paul refers to “the Gospel of God” (the gospel of Jesus = God)

This is 20-25 years after Jesus. We see this early in Christianity. Jesus being God was not a later invention – This is GOSPEL! 

The Gospel will be repeated, explained, and described – again and again in Romans. That word means - life-changing news.

*** Romans unapologetically is all about, hands down, the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the glorious mystery of God’s grace and mercy.

The Gospel is good news because the bad news is bad: Explain.
Good news – you can know the life and love of God through Jesus. 

In our sinful humanity, when we were separated from the love and life of God, God, in His mercy, made a way, through the deity, death, and resurrection of Jesus, for the forgiveness of sin – for us to be reconciled to God. However, this must be received by faith. This is GOSPEL! 

Romans 1: (this Gospel) 2 which he (God) promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son… (The gospel of God is the fulfillment of Old Testament promises.) 

The cross of Christ was not the contingency plan; it was the plan. 

The life and cross of Jesus were not a last-minute ditch effort to fix what Satan had done or what we had messed up. It was the plan all along – since before creation.

The LORD God always keeps His promises. “promised beforehand…”

Prophesied at the fall in Genesis 2 and repeated throughout the OT. The Messiah King, God with us, is coming. 

At just the right time, over 300 prophecies were fulfilled perfectly. God is always faithful to do what he says.

Hebrews 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

I want to point out – 2 …through his prophets (not by, but through – for God is the author) in the holy Scriptures, (Those words are called Holy – set apart. They are God-breathed, inspired, without error – the truth of God)

Ro 1:3 …concerning his Son, (Jesus) who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord,

*** Jesus is the promised royal king Messiah, God: YHWH
The use of "Lord" in reference to Jesus parallels the OT passages. It is the Greek rendering of YHWH. We will see this often in Romans. (example - Rom 10).  Paul then elaborates on this.

“descended from David according to the flesh…”
· Jesus was fully human

He is a real person - not a spirit, myth, legend, or symbol. He is a real man in the flesh from the family line of the royal King David – just as it was prophesied. 

…and was declared to be the Son of God in power (dunamis; miraculous, powerful Son of God) according to the Spirit of holiness (nowhere else in NT)  

· Jesus is fully God of God fixed from eternity

“Declared” = “eternally existed and pre-determined” to be the flesh of God. The second person of the Trinity was to be the Son of God, Jesus, at the appointed time. Eternally declared.

…by his resurrection from the dead, 
· The testimony of the Gospel is the resurrection
If you question who he is, look to the empty tomb.

This is a declaration of authority and hope. Kings live and die. Roman kings will come and go. They live, conquer, and die. Even David, the king of Israel, died. BUT - Jesus the king, rose again! 

The persecuted church in Rome serves a victorious, all-powerful king who is alive and returning! What a hope!

V4 - “according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead”
Who raised Christ from the dead? We have three answers. 

The Holy Spirit raised him
Ro 8:11 - the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you… 

The Father raised him
Galatians 1:12 - God the Father, who raised him from the dead…

Jesus raised himself
John 2:19 - Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."

John 10:17 For this reason, the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."

Which one raised Jesus? Yes, it was all God. The work of the Trinity.
Acts 2:24 - God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
Paul is opening with: Jesus is the eternal God of God, the promised risen Messiah – YHWH with us. This is GOSPEL! 

(to the greeting) Ro 1:5 (Christ Jesus) …through whom we have (definitively) received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith (that is, repentance and holiness) for the sake of his name among all the nations, 

This one verse is the entire purpose and mission of a Christian. 

We receive salvation 
…through whom (Jesus) we have received grace (Grace = 24X) 

We receive a mission 
…through whom (Jesus) we have …apostleship (small a – we carry the gospel – we are messengers. Those who are saved are sent)

We are to grow in faith and holiness
…to bring about the obedience of faith…

And do all - For the glory of God!
…for the sake of his name among all the nations…

This Gospel is more than a get-out-of-hell card / heaven ticket. 
This gospel is also more than learning to be a good person. 

Our faith and our obedience are to be a beacon of life and light to the world, for the sake of His name.
Or, in other words, to bring honor and glory to His name.

Creation, life, love, children, laughter, joy, art, beauty, nature,  creativity, simple pleasures, the satisfaction of accomplishments, and our very salvation – are all for his name's sake! For His glory! 

Psalm 23:3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

Psalm 31:3 For you are my rock and my fortress; and for your name's sake you lead me and guide me.

1 Corinthians 10:31 - So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. (work, play, family, ministry – for his glory!)

Romans 1:5 …for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

2 things the church are: If you are the redeemed, holy one, saint:

1. You are loved  - 7 …who are loved by God… 

This is a different love than His love for everyone in the world; this is the love for the saints – I love you, and I love my wife. Who do I love more? I chose Nikol, am in covenant with her – she is “My love”. God’s love for his bride is unique, powerful, large, faithful, and secure. Able to keep and hold you forever. 

2. You are called - 7 …and called to be saints (by God)…
God has chosen his bride, his church. 

Remember words like “called” - Repeated throughout Romans. 
V1 - called an Apostle (by Jesus Christ)…
V6 - called to belong to Jesus Christ…
V7 - called to be saints (in Jesus Christ)…

Who is calling – the Lord is. The calling preceded his Apostleship, our belonging, and adoption – they were a result of the calling. The LORD called them – they became… Ekklesia = “assembly of the called out” 

They were not considered “the called” because they were saints, but they became saints through that calling. (Spurgeon)

The profound notion of God's calling is a recurring theme in Romans. God calls – we respond by the Spirit – we become.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Then Paul concludes his greeting with the official greeting. 
7b Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is a typical and familiar early church greeting, combining the Greek greeting of grace with the Jewish greeting of peace.

They are both gifts proceeding only from God Himself. 

That is Paul’s greeting! 

Two Big Themes of this greeting and of all of Romans: 
1. The LORD God always keeps His promises.
2. The LORD God always keeps his people.

7b Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

· Do you know His grace and peace?
· Do you hear His calling? 







