


Romans wk 2 – The Gospel is Power

Considered the most important theological book ever written. 

It is called The Fourth Gospel - The Gospel According to Paul
It has launched great moves of God and personal revival.

The Book of Romans / The Epistle to the Romans
At times harsh and clear, and at other times odd and confusing, filled w/ practical encouragement and complex theology.

Sometimes we will end with Q&A. We will not rush it.

(Last week, Paul’s greeting let’s pick up there) Romans 1:7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, (just verses earlier he called it the Gospel of God) that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

Before Paul dives into the Gospel, He shares his heart.
A Shepherd's Heart: (these are great Mom of God traits to imitate) 

· A love for the body of Christ
You see a real love for the church from Paul.

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
I have not met you all, but I love you all and am so thankful! 

“because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.” (the Roman World) 

I’ve never been there, but your reputation in the midst of great persecution and intense imperial paganism is an encouragement to Christians everywhere.

What’s your reputation? When people think of you, are they thankful? I am thankful when I think of you.

· A vibrant prayer life - He prayed for them – a lot

9 For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in coming to you.

I am praying for you and that I may come to see you myself.
His prayer was, Lord, draw us closer together in you. 

“God is my witness” - I’m not just saying this… 
“Are you one of those who say, I’ll pray for you?” It is not positive thoughts and vibes – it is talking to the LORD God about them and for them.

· A desire for humility before others

11 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both yours and mine. 

Even as an Apostle, one who hears from God. I know you will be as much of an encouragement to me as I will to you.

He was not coming as the man of power for the hour! 
But as he said in verse 1: First - a servant (doulos) of Jesus, then Second - An apostle = the messenger of Christ Jesus.

· A commitment to discipleship

13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 

There were no phone, Zoom, FaceTime, or Messenger calls. No YouTube videos, and podcasts – he had to come in person. 

“I so badly want to tell you about Jesus and be part of what God is doing in your life.” 
Committed to those here, with family, kids, friends…

14 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.
· A passion for preaching the Gospel
I can’t wait to preach the word of God both to you, the church, and to the lost. He was excited to be part of God's harvest!

“I am eager to preach the gospel”

Not just self-help sermons and pep rallies. But the mystery and power of the transformative work of the Gospel! The Gospel is in every message! If it’s not, don’t preach it. 

“I am under obligation” to all types of people. 

I want to go wherever there are eyes that need to see and ears that need to hear. Regardless of the danger (barbarians) or comfort (Greeks), regardless of civilized (wise) or uncivilized (foolish) – “I am under obligated to them all” - put me in coach!

When Paul looked out on the world of unbelief in his day, he felt a debt to all. He didn’t look with disdain on the pagans of his day.

“So I am eager to preach the gospel to you” (many translations say, I am ready!) 

Paul’s motto: “I am ready!”
· I am ready to preach Christ! (Rom 1:15)
· I am ready to suffer as Christ! (Acts 21:13)
· I am ready to confront sin among Christians (2 Cor 10:6) 
· I am ready to die for Christ (2 Tim 4:6) 

Most first responses: I can’t, I won’t, not me (missions, serving, sharing). May we hear Paul's heart & follow his example. I’m ready!

With this, we get one of the most-quoted verses in Romans – these two verses are the theme of the entire letter. This is the thesis statement.

(I am ready to preach the gospel) 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Then Paul lays a heavy fact on us all) 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men… (the rest will be next week) 

This is impactful. Let’s walk through this.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel 

1. The Gospel is the basis of freedom from shame.
My past is gone – my sins erased – my old life is gone – I am new!

2 Cor 5:17 - If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!

** Mom – no need to be shamed by your past.

I may be beaten, persecuted, mocked, arrested – but I am not ashamed. Others may be embarrassed – but I am not ashamed. 

Not ashamed of what it has done for me, where it takes me, and who I talk to about it.

For I am not ashamed of the gospel (it is good life-changing news) 

2. The Gospel is the most loving thing to give to someone
It is the most loving thing to tell your kids, your friends, your parents. 

He is not just bold for anything, or just courageous for himself. This was not a “YOLO” attitude – or a “Do it for the plot” attitude. He was not an extreme experience junky; it was not just his personality – He was bold and unashamed of the good news!

3. The Gospel is such good news, because the bad news is so bad
What is the bad news / what is the Good news?

  ** Moms - this must be settled, and we must be able to share it.

· The Bad news: God is righteous, we are not! 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men…
God’s judgment and wrath are upon whom? All ungodliness and unrighteousness of mankind! 

We are not all okay? In fact, none of us is. Every person is facing the wrath of God – unless God intervenes.

God is holy, and sin is consumed in judgment before him.
“against all ungodliness and unrighteousness…”
It is often the bad news that can make one ashamed…

· The Good News: Jesus made a way! 
The Gospel (Good News) of Jesus!

Good news: I got a new car, we got a house, I got a better job, someone paid my bills, my cancer is gone, I’m getting married, I’m pregnant, I’m pregnant again, my son/daughter is graduating, I got accepted, but the greatest news is…

Jesus saved my life! And he can do it for you, too!
I know the creator – He loves me and cares for me! 
I have hope, peace, purpose, direction, and eternal life. 
And I am not ashamed to say it!

Christian worldview stats (2025/26 - Barna / Arizona Christian) 
What is Biblical world view: One God who is active and ruler of all, the Bible is accurate, Satan and hell are real, Jesus lived a sinless life, died for our sins on a cross, rose from the dead, & you must be born again.

· 83% believe there is a God (down from 90%) But…
· Only 4% of American adults possess a biblical worldview
· Only 6% of self-professing Christians hold a biblical worldview.
· Only 19% of evangelicals hold a biblical worldview.
· 51% of Christian senior Pastors hold a biblical worldview.
· 12% of youth /children/teaching/ worship leaders…

I am unapologetically a Gospel Christian.
I’m not ashamed to tell you, you must be born again.
I have a reason to be excited, bold, and unashamed! 

4. The Gospel alone is the power of God for salvation 
“for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes” 

It is powerful in and of itself. We don’t give it power. It does not bring power. It is not an ingredient. It is not the step to power, it is!

Rome was the seat of power – but despite their “power,” they and all of us are powerless before God – without the Gospel. 

So many use salvation as a step to “more power,” but as we said last week, it is the pool, not the diving board.

Power for what? Salvation! 
Our life is washed anew. Saved from our sin and shame.
Saved from guilt and disgrace. Saved from abuse and neglect.
Saved from regret and secrets. Saved from judgment and wrath.

It’s the message of Romans: This Gospel saves & transforms!
It seems too good to be true – does that include me? 

5. The Gospel is for everyone who believes
“to everyone who believes”

Who is this for? Not just everyone, but everyone who believes.

What Jesus has done is not automatically applied to every person. 
This Gospel must be received by faith. Faith in Jesus is the means.  

** Mom – don’t give up. Everyone who believes – even the hardest of hearts. Pray and trust God.

“to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” - Why to the Jews first? 
6. The Gospel was God's promise all along

This is a fulfilled prophecy! It was prophesied of by prophets and now fulfilled in Christ! This was the plan from the start. 

Gen 22:18 “…your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

The promise to Abraham was that he would bring a blessing to the world – it was his family line (the Jews) that brought us, Jesus.

As the chosen family of Jesus, the Gospel was first brought to them, then to the rest of the world - for everyone who believes.
From the very beginning, it was about the Gospel of Jesus.

17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

7. The Gospel reveals the righteous goodness of God.
Do you need to know that God is good? Look to the Gospel. 
Do you need to know God cares for humanity? Look to the Gospel.
Do you need to know God cares about you? Look to the Gospel.

The Gospel is God’s righteousness on display: 
Our total depravity and God’s holy mercy. 
Our prideful selfishness and God’s gracious selflessness.
Our cycle of sin and God’s constant goodness. 
Our faithlessness and God’s faithfulness.

God will not withhold salvation from the one who believes – Is that all that is needed? What is my part? 

“…revealed from faith for faith…” What an interesting phrase. 
Diff translations: NIV - by faith from first to last… / NLT - accomplished from start to finish by faith. / KJV - revealed from faith to faith. 

** Meaning: it is faith from beginning to end.
8. The Gospel is received by faith from beginning to end. Nothing else.
The Gospel is received fully and completely – by faith in Jesus. Period. 

It does not say works to faith, faith to works, church to faith, faith to church, but… “from faith for faith – from faith to faith.”

I got part of it right. If one is trying to remember a girl’s number and get it almost right except for one digit, it doesn’t connect him to her or one of her friends. “The problem with phone numbers is that they have to be exactly right or they don’t help at all. You don’t get points for being almost right.”

(Adds, Habakkuk 2:4) 17. …as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”
It’s not church, ritual, communion, baptism, sacraments, church membership, how many Bible verses you know, how much you give, or how many people you tell about Jesus.

It is only faith in the Gospel of Jesus from beginning to end.

9. The Gospel alone transforms the sinner into the righteous. 
In the Gospel, God gives us what he demands from us, righteousness.

2 Cor 5:21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

Romans 5:19 - For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

This is the Lord's work through the Gospel of Jesus, by the Spirit of God. It is not your doing, not your will, not your worth or your value – but by the LORD’s grace and goodness.

1 Corinthians 1:30 - And because of Him (The LORD) you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

I end with an invite: I am not ashamed to tell you, I love you too much… 
Mom, dad, son, daughter, friend… You are invited to leave your old life behind, find new life in Jesus, and follow him.

The only thing you stand to lose - is everything. 
This world will only leave you empty – but Good News, Jesus fills the empty and hungry soul.

Luke 9:23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 

26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
Prayer



