Romans wk 6 — Every Man a Liar

The Book of Romans / The Epistle to the Romans
It is called The Fourth Gospel - The Gospel According to Paul.
Writing to the believers in the city of Rome

(The theme of Romans) - Romans 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for
faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Salvation from what?)
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men... (and no one is without excuse)

So far - THE BIG PICTURE:

Romans 1 - The wicked - wrath is stored up for the wicked.

Romans 2:1-7 - The moralist — wrath is stored up for the good person.
Romans 2:7-14 - The Pagans — wrath is stored up for those unaware.

Ro 2:17-29 - The Jew — wrath is stored up for the religious/ church folks.

Why so much emphasis on sin and judgment? Because that is the
single biggest problem facing humanity. Life is fragile and short.
The dilemma and peril of every human alive - the holiness of God.

We are often resistant to recognizing our own sin. Pointing to others as
the real sinners. Paul's argument is — no, you’re not. None of us are.

We all desperately need the grace and mercy of Jesus.
It seems some in Rome were struggling with this.

At the end of Romans 2, Paul explains that even Jewish people need to
confess Jesus in order to receive salvation. Paul asks and answers a
series of 5 Questions (Paul does this often). Lots of Bible today.

BTW - to ask questions about what you believe is
important and encouraged here.

Q1 - Romans 3:1 Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of
circumcision? 2 Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with
the oracles of God. (he will list more in Rom 9)

1.  What then was the benefit or value of being Jewish?
Why did God make such a big deal about Israel being chosen?

His answer: A lot! God was setting aside a people to give the world
the Word of God. He entrusted to them the revelation of God.

He could have chosen any people, but he picked Arham and his
descendants to be the keepers of His Word.

e God clearly and faithfully gave us the Word of God.
God himself spoke and inspired the writers. Everything that was
given was for us to learn our place before the one and only God.

2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19b ...members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone...

God chose Israel to be the nation of the Messiah, and he chose
them to be His librarians. What a blessing to be entrusted w/ it!

But the issue is — they, like us, are sinful without and without it.
Rom 2:11-12 — they will be judged by it.

Imagine — the entire mankind lived underground in utter darkness. No
natural light whatsoever to lead you. Filled with caverns, rivers, bridges, and
wild beasts. And there was only one way out, across a narrow bridge over a
deep chasm, to a tunnel leading to a door outside.

Further, suppose everyone is given a tiny penlight that illuminates for one foot
in any direction (that is, all creation). But one group is given a powerful
searchlight with a beam that can see 100 feet (that is, Abraham's descendants)

Although the searchlight was given to this group to help them find
their way out, they use it instead to search for unimportant things and,
at times, to control others. They use it for power.

This is exactly the situation that Israel was guilty of before the Lord!
They argued about whether it was against the law to spit on the Sabbath. If you
spit on a rock, it was alright. But if you spit in the dirt, it was a sin, because you
made mud. Instead of using the word of God to lead people out of
darkness, they used it to send men deeper still into the caverns of
spiritual darkness!

Like all of humanity, the Word of God reveals our evil hearts
and our need for a savior.

Q2 - Rom 3:3 What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the
faithfulness of God? 4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were a
liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified in your words, and prevail when
you are judged.”

2. Because of their unfaithfulness, has God abandoned them?

By no means! Diff Tran: Of course not! Certainly not! May it never be!
God Forbid! Far from it! Absolutely not! That is unthinkable! Never!

Not at all! Even if every one of them was a lying hypocrite, God is
true to His Word. Every word and purpose of God will be proven
faithful. None of it is futile. None of it is in vain.



e God cannot contradict himself — His word is fact
That would make a cool tattoo — “let God be true but every man a liar.”

If God says one thing, and every person in the world says another,
God is true, and all men are false. God speaks only truth - always.

2 Tim 2:13: "If we are faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself."

Num 23:19: "God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should
change his mind."

Hebrews 6:18: "...it is impossible for God to lie..." / Malachi 3:6: "For I, the Lord,
do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed.”

Isaiah 55:11 ...so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not

return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and shall
succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

God cannot change; his word, like himself, is immutable.
He is faithful even when you are unfaithful and faithless.

The Lord is faithful today to those who are His and call upon
His name. Child of God — He is a faithful father!

Hebrews 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering,
for he who promised is faithful. / Lamentations 3:22-23 The steadfast love of
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness.

Psalm 68:5 - A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy
dwelling. 6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads out the prisoners with
singing; but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.

Perhaps, unlike many earthly fathers - God is a good, kind,
faithful, loving, ever-present Father who will never leave us.

Q3 - Rom 3:5 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of
God, what shall we say? That God is unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak
in a human way.) (That is fleshly thinking) 6 By no means! For then how could
God judge the world?

3. If God is sovereign and uses even our sinful actions for his
righteous purposes, isn’t it unfair to be punished for them?
Why even bother? Why even try to do what is right?

Not at all! God forbid! God is absolutely just in all actions in
judging all sin, for he is the Lord and creator of all things.

The disciple Judas, Roman prefect Pilate, Jewish Pharisees: But God
led it to the cross that brought redemption. It was your plan. | did God
a favor. -ltis true, God used your wickedness, but it was still your
wickedness, from a wicked heart; you stand guilty.

Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a
man soweth, that shall he also reap.

How God’s sovereignty works through human choices to accomplish
His purposes is indeed a mystery, but God still holds people
accountable for their own choices.

Example: Our alarm system — a slightly pushy young man, | was
annoyed, a little interested, and purchased. He was not quick to leave. He
was chilling. And we started talking... for an hour about Jesus. He was
LDS. That was God’s plan. That was for Jackson. Let’s pray for Jackson.

This was an appetizer — more on this in chap 9.

e God is a perfect and right judge in all His decisions.
(if God had deceitful intentions) 6 “Then how could God judge the world?”

If God did wicked things for good reasons, he would be a
wicked judge, and if he winked at sin, he would be disqualified
and unable to judge or save the world. (notice the world).

Deuteronomy 32:4: "The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A
God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he."

Psalm 50:6: "The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge!
Selah™ / Psalm 18:30: "This God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord
proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him."

Psalm 9:8: He judges the world with righteousness; he judges the people with
uprightness.

Psalm 67:4 - Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples
with equity and guide the nations upon earth. Selah.

God is a good and perfect righteous judge in all his decisions.

Q4 Rom 3:7 But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am | still
being condemned as a sinner? 8 And why not do evil that good may come? As
some people slanderously charge us with saying. Their condemnation is just.

4. If, through my sinful actions, the Gospel is highlighted and brings
God glory, why not sin more?

His answer: “That’s stupid” — JK — that’s my answer.

His answer: That is slanderous. | would never say that, and those
who believe such things deserve condemnation (damnation).

e God's grace is not to be twisted into a license to sin
To do so is evil. The most beautiful gift ever given to mankind is
not to be walked all over and perverted. (Heb 10:26-31)

To be given the amazing undeserved goodness of the mercy of
God, and use it as an excuse for sin, is trampling on Jesus.
This will be covered more in Rom 5-6.



Rom 3:9 What then? Are we Jews (Paul was Jewish) any better off? No, not at
all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin.

5. Since God gave the Jews the Word of God, does that mean they
(we) are better? Am | (Paul) any better than you?

Again, not at all — | already showed you that all people: the wicked,
the moral, the pagans, and the religious people — everyone. We all
have a guilty verdict, are already condemned, and await the judge.

When caught in sin, many find it easy to justify their behavior.
They come up with creative ways to rationalize it — only
revealing how deep our sin goes.

e Apart from God’s intervention, we are all under the power of sin!

V9b “All, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin.” We are all under sin.
Under = powerful oppression.

This speaks of being in bondage to and under submission to sin.
(he really gets into this in Rom 6 — those without Christ are slaves to sin)

Let me tell you, sin is a terrible master! It is ruthless and rules
without mercy and seeks to destroy the very image of God.

Since the fall of Adam and Eve in Gen 2, we are all under sin.
All (apart from Jesus) are under sin’s power and control.
All means all.

Paul then goes rapid fire here — the OT bears witness... (6 OT passages)

Rom 3:10 as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; 11 no one
understands; no one seeks for God. 12 All have turned aside; together they
have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.”

Righteousness here means - our ability to stand before the
one and only holy God of all creation and not be crushed.
Sin has ruined our standing before God - for everyone.

e This is also known as - Total depravity

Debates on how depraved we actually are. Are we really that bad?
What does that mean? We will pick up here next week.

The amazing thing about all this is that God would still love us
and call us to come to Him. To know the Good News of Jesus.

Romans 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes...




